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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Fisheries
Washington

Commissioner of Fisheries

June 24, 1933
Subject: Classification of Sturgeons as kosher
Rabbi 8. A. Pardes
Editor Hapardes, 3414 Douglas Blvd.,
Chicago, Illinois,
Dear 8ir:

In reply to your letter of June 21 con-
cerning the classification of the sturgeons
as kosher, you are advised that the bureau
agrees with and endorses the statement of
Dr. E. W. Gudger, of the American Museum

of Natural History, in his letter to you of

June 12, 1933, to the effect that ‘‘the stur-
geons are fishes with scales and with fins
in the strict meaning of the Rabbinical law.”

It is quite likely that the Rev. Dr. Hyamson
based .his statements about the ‘sturgeons
on a paragraph contained in an old memo-
randum of this bureau published October,
1925, eéntitled “On the presence of scales
and fins in fishes,” and numbered 1-73. In
February, 1933, the bureau prepared a new
memorandum on “Fish with scales and fins.
© —The anatomy of fishes in its bearing on
the requirements of Jewish religious dietary
regulations, with a note on the source of cod
liver oil.” This new memorandum, also
numbered 1-73, replaces the older edition.
It has been compiled with careful study and
consideration of the character of the fishes
listed by and orthodox Jewish ichthyologist
of this bureau, and was submitted to the
Union of Orthodox Rabbis for approval be-
fore being issued.

‘The bureau feels that any orthodox Jew
could eat sturgeon of any species without
violating Rabbinical orthodox dietary regu-
lations as the sturgeons all have fins and
scales. A copy of our new memorandum
1-73 is enclosed: A copy of this paper was

DYINBN DWIN SY D0 NI npseaa

ey (17-16715 oy '8 mMawn i oen)
WS DY jYINnD D DT M e o
3,741 05 SY1 N Ay it amten oSy
3T ORI IPISIMOD 2T MO0 1R ARy W oo
DY '3 DUIMIR DHNLZ DWNIN DURINY L NDB
N3 3 DWRS 0 RBB 75 IR PN
NPN 591N DAY IREDY WITINBD 2037 M
T RS RDIND NI IPTTIMBD D AMNY

recently mailed to the Rev. Dr. Hyamson.
Very truly yours,
Chas. E. Jackson

Enclosure: 1-73 Acting Commissioner.

THE AMERICAN MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY

77th Street and Central Park West
New York City
Department of Ichthyology
June 12, 1933,
Rabbi S, A. Pardes, Editor
“Hapardes”
3414 Douglas Boulevard,
Chicagc, Illinois.

Dear S8ir:
Your letter of June 9 is just at hand, and
I hasten to answer it.

All the sturgeons belong to the great group
Ganoidei. These ganoids are so named from
the Greek word “Ganoin,” meaning ‘shining,’
because they have the shining rhomboidal
scales that make an armor. All members of
the group of sturgeons have on the dorsal
surface of the tail a remnant of these origi-
nal rhombic scales. The body has along
the dorsal surface on the side and on the
edges of the abdomen only five rows of
horny bucklers which are commonly reckoned
as scales. It is possible that these were of
secondary origin and formation, but they
are formed by ossification of certain layers
of the skin just as are the scales of any other
fish. It is of these that the U. 8. Depart-~
ment of Agriculture wrote. However, I think
that they may be regarded as scales, and I
can assure you that on the tail are the
remnants of the original rhombic scalation
characteristic of this great group of fishes.
I can positively assure you that the stur-
geons are fishes with scales and with fins
in the strict meaning of the rabbinjcal law.,

Sincerely yours.
E. W. Gudger
Bibliographer and Associate
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