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JEWISH PRESS

Agudath Israel Alerts Kosher
Consumers On New Bills

While praising the series of new
consumer protection laws to help
observers of kashruth (Jewish
dietary laws), the Commission on
Legislation of Agudath Israel of
America warned consumers not
to abandon the traditional per-
sonal vigilance required for
ascertaining whether or not a
product .is kosher. Dr. Bernard
Fryshman, chairman of the Com-
mission, cited as an example a
new New York State law
promoted by Assemblyman
Howard Lasher, which requires
food manufacturers to state in the
ingredients listing on the label
whether a shortening derivative is
pure vegetable or -animal. Dr.
Fryshman stated: ‘This law,
despite its merits, might lead
some consumers into the relaxed
belief that the shortening
clarification is a satisfactory in-
dicator of a product being kosher,
while in reality it is possible that

it is not kosher for other
reasons.” )

The Agudath Israel leader
stressed that a -listing of in-
gredients on the label is in no way
sufficient to determine the
genuine kashruth of a product.
Says Dr. Fryshman: ‘‘Consumer.
protection laws, which have
forced food manufacturers to list
ingredients, may be helpful to
those shoppers who possess an in-
timate. knowledge of food
derivatives, but can be extremely
misleading ‘to the average
housewife consumer who is not an
expert on technical terminology,
nor is aware of how the product
was prepared.”’

The Agudath Israel statement
cautioned Jewish consumers to
continue to search for testimony
of responsible- rabbinic supervi-
sion as the only true indicator of
the kashruth of a product.’
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RABBINICAL COUNCIL RECORD

KISLEY, 5736

Exclusive Authority

The Rabbinical Council is the ex-
clusive supervising authority for
all products bearing the OU, This
is done for the R.C.A. by the Kash-
ruth Commission currently headed
by Rabbi Nathan Bamberger and
consisting of about 20 R.C.A. mem-
bers. Every product and conditions
for its supervision must come under
the serutiny of the Kashruth Com-
mission which must give its ap-
proval before the product i1s accept-
ed by the OU.

The staff of the Kashruth De-

partment are responsible to and re-

port to the Kashruth Commission
their various findings. In addition,
there are several sub-committees
of the Kashruth Department which
handle specific problems of policy
and investigation and report back
to the Kashruth Commission.

The Rabbinical Council delega-
tion on the Joint Kashruth Com-
mission of the Union of Orthodox
Jewish Congregations, which re-
ceives the reports of the Kashruth
Commission and then enters into a
contract with the establishment to
be endorsed. The selection of rab-
banim machshirim is by a sub-
committee of the Kashruth Com-
mitee. The criteria for selection
are competence, and need, in that
order, plus preference for an indi-
vidual who recommends the hech-
sher to the OU.

The actual procedure for securing
a hechsher by any establishment is

usually as follows: The firm files
an application requesting super-
vision. An initial inspection of the
premises is made. The application
is then brought before the Kash-
ruth Committee which discusses
and determines the rules and regu-
lations that will apply to this heeh-
sher, the frequency of supervision
and the number of personnel Te-
quired, ete. The report of the Kash-
ruth committee then goes to the
Joint Xashruth Commission which
offers the firm a contract embody-
ing the terms set forth by the
Kashruth committee. When the
company has signed the contract,
the sub-committee on appointment
selects a rav hamachshir and the
supervision commences. Problems
of policy are first referred to a
sub-committee and then discussed~
by the full committee. An example
of policy decision might be a re-
quest to have pari-time supervis-
jon, as for Passover only in a hotel
which is wsually non-kosher. The
Kashruth committee has another
function which it can and should
fulfill, namely to serve members
who in their rabbinic eapacity need
information about the problems of
supervision. It is our intention now
to introduce a regular column in the
“Record” dealing with kashrut.

‘What is important is our aware-
ness of the fact that every time
you see the symbol OU on a pack-
age, it means that you, as a col-
league of the R.C.A., are giving
the supervision. '
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Friday, July 16, 1976 « JEWISH PRESS

Lasher Answers Mrs.
Morrow’s Letter
To the Jewish Press
Dear Editor: )

In the June 25th- editioh of the
Jewish Press, there appeared a
letter by a Mrs. Ethel Morrow, a
Jewish consumer who feared the
reprecussions. of my Passover
Bill.

Since’ the initial article ap-
peared in your paper, I have
amended my bill substantially in
order to insure the protection of
Jewish consumers. What does the
amended bill do? Basically; it re-
quires any producer, distributor,
or certifier of ‘‘Kosher for Pas-
sover”’ products to file with the
Department of Agriculture and

" Markets, a statement indicating
the certifying rabbi’s name,cur-
rent address and telephone
number for the product they are
alleging to be ‘‘Kosher for Pas-
sover’’. If one of the above en-
tities does not file the requested
statement. a minimum of thirty
days - prior to distribution of the
product, they will be forbidden to
offer for sale the product or
products in question.

We have seen too many cases in
which companies sold products
which allegedly were ‘‘Kosher for
Passover’’, when in reality they
were not. There have bheen a
significant number of instances
where-in products have had labels
claiming a certain rabbi was cer-
tifying the product, and it was im-
possible to obtain the rabbi’s ad-
dress or phone number in order to
confirm that such a rabbi existed.

The Lasher Bill preséntly before
the Governor for. . his signature
will go a long way in rectifying
such situations.

The Kosher food industry and
particularly the ‘‘Kosher for Pas-
sover’’ ‘industry, are highly
ucrative ‘enterprises and many
firm§ are .attempting to get a
““piece of the action.” I beg to dif-
fer 'with Mrs. Morrow wlen she
argues that *“Many national com-
panies that manufacture Pas-
sover goods on behalf of the smal-
ler Jewish distributors do so as.a
convenience and are not really in-
terested in that kind of business.”
The fact is that manufacturers
are interested in ‘‘that '’ type of
business because it is possible to
accrue a substantial profit by sell-
ing to Passover shoppers,

Mrs. Morrow wrote: *‘A Kosher
supervisory agency stands or falls
hy the trust the consumer places
in it..."”’ There is no doubt in my
mind that there are agencies that
are 100% honest in their certifica-
tion. lowever, those agencies de-
pend on rabbis to actually do. the
checking. The intent of my bill is
to look under the umibrella
organizations and find out who the
rabbis -actually are. With the
number of -supervising agencies
increasing, I believe we  must
maintain  a closer vigilance over
who is certifying products.
Government is being attacked for
its lack of candor and openness.
Are we to have a double standard
whereby on one hand we demand
open government, and on the
other hand we permit business to

operate outside of public
scrutiny?

I have heard arguments that
this hill ‘would endanger .rabbis.
Quite frankly, I must say that this

is a specious line of reasoning.

The consumers who will contact
the Kosher Division of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Markets
in order to obtain a certain rabbi’s
name will not be the type of peo-
ple who harass the clergy. Any
rabbi whe is willing to certify a
product must be held accountable
for. the Kashrut of that product
and should be willing to answer
questions from interested con-
sumers ‘and rabbis.

Whenever government at-
tempts to improve regulations in
a_hitherto untouched field, those
involved in the field become undu-
ly upset. I am_certain that when
this hill becomes law .and when
the law is implemented during the
next Passover shopping. season,
there will be very few people who
will be unduly burdened. I
amended my original bill in order
théat-1 would not he placing an
onerous hurden on the manufac-
turers. A registration system is a
relatively painless concept that
will aid in forcing bogus Passover
items off supermarkets’ shelves.

‘This bill will strengthen consumer

confidence and reliance in Pas-

sover products. Therefore, I see

no reason why registration of all

Passover goods should not be im-
plemented into law.

Sincerely,

HOWARD L. LASHER

Member of Assembly

46th A. D.
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EDITORS: This reprint is in line with our policy “’Beware Of
Mass Produced Products”! Brenner Biscuit Company carries a
Hashgocha symbol. According to the machshirim the company
is visited daily by the mashgicah. The fact is that he only visits
once a week. (Information received from the plant).

‘THE NEW _YORK TIMES., THURSDAY, MAY 6, 1976

Spoiled Cookies and Grapefruit Juice Are Recalled

WASHINGTON, May 5 (Ap)_[ldeal Acme, Kinston, Lobiaws,|Cookies, Oven Krisp Lemon

Thousands of cases of cookies,
Graham crackers and grapefruit
juice are being recalled nation-
wide because they are contam-
inated with rodent hairs and
filth, the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration said today.

The agency announced that
1,450 cases of 46-ounce cans
of sweetened grapefruit juice
produced by Lykes Pasco Pack-
ing Company of Dade City, Fla.,
contained rodent parts and
filth, and 20,875 cases of
cookies and Graham crackess
baked by Bremner Biscuit Com-
pany of Louisville, Ky., were
contaminated  with  rodent
hairs.

The grapefruit juice cans
were coded M19-MA and Mi19-
MB and were marketed under
the following labels:

A.&P. Aunt Nellie’s, Garden

Creme Vanilla,

Charm, Golden Isle, Hyde Park,

Our Family, Pomco, Shurfine, Sandwich Cookies, Ovenjoy
Thrift Maid, Town Pride, Unity,|Creme Lemon Cookies, Princess
Bonimart, Libbey’s and Malk-{Creme Lemon Cookies, Brem-

- ner’s Sugar Honey Graham

The Bremner recall involves|Crackers, Dutch Valley Sugar
g,ggo cases of vanilla cookies,Honey Grahams, Food. Club
,399
cookies, 3,311 cases of lemon| And, Oven Krisp Sugar Honey
cookies and 10,335 cases of|Grahams, Red Ow] Golden Hon-
Graham crackers. They were|ey Grahams, Red & White Sug-
coded JUN followed by 1176,lar Honey Grahams, Scot Lad
1776, 1276, 1476, 1676, 1376 or|Sugar Honey Grahams, Stnny
1876, or JUL followed by 2976.|Square Sugar Honey Grahams,

The cookies and crackers|A.&P. Sugar Honey Grahams,
were marketed under the fol-|Finast Sugar Honey Grahams,
lowing labels:

chocolate|Sugar Honey Grahams.

1.G.A. Sugar Honey Grahams,

Creme . Vanilla|Rokeach Sugar iloney Gra-
Cookies, 1.enox Park Créme Va- hams, Roundy’s Sugar Honey
nilla Cookies, Oven Krisp Vanil-\Grahams, Camelot Sugar Honey
la Sandwich Cookies, Ovenjoy|Grahams ‘and Monarch -Sugar
Lenox Park|Honey Grahams. S
Creme Chocolate Cookies. The Bremner recall began na-

Also, Oven Krisp Chocolateltionwide on April 14 and the
Sandwich Cookies, Ovenjoy|Lykes Pasco recall began na-
Creme Devil’s Food Cookies,|tionwide and in Canada en
Lenox Park ‘Creme LemonjApril9.

MASGIACH.

WARNING
AGUDATH HARABANIM

{UNION OF ORTHODOX RABBIS OF U.S.A. & CANADA:)

REGARDING KASHRUTH

The Agudath Harabanim wishes to make known that the
- claim of “'Glatt Kosher’' is NOT necessarily a guarantee
of true Kashruth.

We, therefore caution the public not to be misled by
“'Glatt Kosher’’ proclamations. Kashruth, beyond o shadow
of a doubt, can ONLY be maintained by establishments
under the supervision of a competent Orthodox Rabbi and
u full-time, on-the-premises Yerai Shomayim (G-d fearing)

signed Agudath Horabanim
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600 _Deleg_atesRepresenting 14 State
Attend National Council Of

Young Israel Convention

New York - Mr, Herman
Rosenbaum, elected to his fourth
term as President of the National
Council of Young Israel, at their
¢4th annual Convention.. More
than six hundred: attended,
representing synagogue branches
in 14 states. ’

The Convention was held June
24-27 at the Lido’ Beach Hotel in

Long Island. Among the ‘notables
who spoke were Rabbi Israel Mil-
ler. Honorary President of the

American Zionist < Federation;
Robert ‘Abrams, the Borough

President “of the Bronx; and”

Representatives Jonathan
Bingham and James Scheuer..

The session on standards and '

prices of kosher foods, chaired by
Robert Abrams, resulted in ap-
pointing assemblyman Howard
Lasher - to chair a blue-ribbon
committee to investigate whether
there is an unwarranted price dif-

ferential between kosher and non--
kosher foods. Should such a dif--

ferential be found to exist, the
committee would then utilize
public pressure to expose and stop
those involved in gouging the
Orthodox community. Mrs.
Marilyn Kamin, whose paper on
the high price of kosher foods trig-

gered the discussion, suggested
that Young Israel might want to
involve the Consumer Frauds
division of the city of New York.
“Rabbi Harvey Senter outlined to
the delegates the standards in-
volved in an individual hechsher as
compared “to an organizational
one. Summing -up the session,.
Rabbi Ephraim Sturm, Executive
Vice President of : Young Israel,
pointed - up. the-fact that “‘the
supervision given by an individual
rabbi -ultimately depends: on, the:
consumer's ability to evaluate the
credibility of each rabbi —a most-
difticult task. But in the case of an
organizationally supervised.
"hechsher, the Orthodox consumer

\gg_ver really. knows the identity,
and therefore the credibility, of
the particular rabbi who makes
the judgement.: Thus,” Rabbi.
Sturm concluded, ‘ the. consumer
.is. asked. to have blind faith.”

Shortening Contains Lard

Dear Editor:

On July 15th I received a letter
from the Nabisco Co. in reference
to a letter I sent to them asking
about the shortening used in their
crackers.

I noticed on a box of the
“premier” crackers they said
just shortening: The answer was
that they use lard or animal fat.

In your Jewish Press of July 301
read what Assemblyman Lasher
asked to write to Governor Carey
to sign the bill 5-9062-B ‘which I
will do.



SUPPORT THE VAAD HAKASHRUS
SUBSCRIBE TO THE MADRICH L'KASHRUS

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION FEEL FREE TO WRITE OR CALL
THE VAAD HAKASHRUS, P.O.B, 56 BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11228

(212) 336-4895
CROSS SECTION OF RABONIM SUPPORTING THE VAAD HAKASHRUS

RABBI ELIEZER Z. PORTUGAL - Skulener Rebi

RABBI SHLOMA HALBERSTAM - Bobover Rebi

RABBI NUCHEM MORDCHE PERLOW - Novominsker Rebi
RABB! MOSHE NEUSCHLOSS -~ New Square

RABBI ISRAEL HAGER - Vishnitz, Monsey

RABB! HILLEL LICHTENSTEIN - Krasne

RABBI DAVID SINGER - Anshe Sfard of Boro Park
RABBI MOSHE STERN - Khal Yesodei Hatorah

RABBI MESHULEM ROTTENBERG - Bais Halevi

RABBI NUSSEN HOROWITZ - Khal Bais Yisrael Monsey
RABBI SHOLOM MOSHE UNGAR - Yeshivas Nitra
RABBI YAAKOV YITZCHOK NEIMAN - Chasidei Belz, Montreal
RABB! CHESKEL HOROWITZ - Zanser Klaus, Monsey
RABBI SIMCHA BUNIM GREENBERGER - Pressburg
RABBI PINCHUS HOROWITZ - Khal Yereim Chust
RABB] CH. YOM TOV L. DEUTSCH - Taharas Yom Tov
RABB! ISRAEL ROSENBAUM, Tifereth Israel

RABBI YITCHOK EISIK EICHENSTEIN - Ateres Zvi
RABB!I ABRAHAM WEINFELD - Derech Emes, Monsey
RABBI AARON ZVI TAUB - Khal Yereim Hallein

RABBI ZV] STERN - Toras Emes
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SODA: We visited the firm of Kirsch Beverages, Col-
..o Point, New York, which bottles soda. The entire produc-
' was observed, from the purification of the water up to the
bottling. We also visited the firms from which their:flavors are-
tohen. Uhe formulas being used are kosher. All raw materials
were properly scrutinized.

The following flavors-were verified (under the label of
Kirsch): lemon, orange, cola,Tom Collins, half&half, pineap-
ple oot beer, ginger ale, party fruit. The sodas are KOSHER -
intcomittent hashgocha.

DAIRY PRODUCTS: We visited the farms of the J&]
\1ilk Co., Brooklyn, New York. The milking is being watched
by an Orthodox Jew, (Cholov Sheyisroel Roehu). The
homogenizing and pasteurizing process is correctly observed,
md properly kashered.

The cheese products — farmer, cottage, cream, and sour
cream, and their raw ingredients were investigated. The
products are Kosher, Cholov Yisroel, with a steady Mashgiach.

FLAVORS: We visited the plant which produces
tlavirs for the David and Bedford firm, Brooklyn, New York.
'he raw ingredients were checked. There is a steady
Mashgiach from the beginning of production till the end.

The following flavors are absolutely Kosher:

Rum

Almond  Extract
Lemon  Emulsion
Orange Emulsion
Cherrv  Emulsion
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VERIFICATIONS

We have visited the Victor-Victor Company of
Brooklyn, New York. All their raw ingredients were checked.
We also visited the plant from where the flavorings are taken.
Uverything has been proven to be absolutely Kosher. The
manufactureres are Orthodox Jews.

Victor-Victor produces the following products:

DRINK BASES

(.11, DESSERTS

SOUP’ BASES

VANILLA SUGAR

S 1A—-WHITE

M.S.G. SEASONING POWDER

[ HTOCOLATE PUDDING

SWEET AS SUGAR (SUGAR SUBSITUTE)

The sugar subsitute does not contain cream of tartar or
lactose. All products are Parve.

PLEASE NOTE: Do not confuse the Victor-Victor
Company with Victor Mufson, which produces non—kosher
products, although you may find a kashrus symbol on them.
They are not kosher, and there is absolutely no connection
between the two companies.

OIL: We visited the oil refinery of Hunt—Wesson,
Memphis, Tenn., which produces Wesson Oil. We observed
the entire procedure. All raw ingredients were checked. They
.vfine only vegetable oil and are careful to use only a kosher in-
hibitor. The oil. is kosher, intermittent Hashgocha. (See
Madrick No.10 on oil refinement at length). '

‘We visited the firm where A.B.C. Foods Co. of

Brooklyn, New York packages their oil. (This oil sold by
A.B.C. Foods carries the label of Hisachdus Horabonim). The
oil comes from a refinery which refines only vegetable oil.
, Care is taken that the oil which is delivered to them is-
only carried by the refinery’s own tanker, which carries only
Kosher oil and not with a rented tanker. The vegetable oil is
kosher, intermittent Hashgocha. (See Madrich No. 10 on oil
refinement).



Beech Nut processes and packs meat and other Trefa
products, therefore, all Beech Nut baby foods are ossur either
an issur be’an or blias issur. However, specific kosher batches
are made under ® supervision at which time the equipment is
apparently kashered. These batches carry the ® symbol.

DEAR READERS: Become alert consumers, acquaint: yourself
with kashruth problems. Do a little research on your own.
Only an alert and educated pyblic can bring about changes and

improvements. Insist that all the products that you use be in-
vestigated.
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cepted by many segments of the public and do not meet the
standards of the mashgiach. Nevertheless, the baker sold them
as if they were of his own baking. Another baker was observed
. as he removed the label from a shipment of cheese to conceal its
origin from the mashgiach. It is essential for an owner-operated
business to have a mashgiach Tmidi on the premises at all
times. '

KASHRUS CONSCIOUS

Although we are continuously emphasizing that one
cannot rely solely on ingredient listings, the alert consumer
should read labels. For instance, many products under the
hashgacha of the ® ® may be michig or fleishig without being
so identified. (These organizations claim that this is beyond
their control). A product containing whey, lactose, casein or
powdered milk is milchig- even if the label does not read
milchig. '

Barney’s Chow Mein Vegetables is processed on the
same machinery as meat products (with hechsher). States
“meatless’’ and it has a Kashrus symbol. There is no indication
what soever, on the label, that it cannot be eaten with a
milechiga meal. As long as there is no parve symbol it might be
milechig or fleishig.

Another example would be gelatin. According to the
vast majority of Poskim, gelatin from a baal chai (animal) is os-
sur. There are, however, on the market puddings and gelatin
deserts containing animal derived gelatin with a hechshet,
based on an opinion (that is not generally accepted) permitting
such gelatin. The careful reading of labels on products with or
without a hechsher can spare you from eating ossur food ch”’v.

The following incident, which was related to us by one
of our associates, should illustrate the extent of the ignorance
and naivette of many people.

~ During a visit, our associate’s wife noticed that a friend

‘of hers — who is ultra-orthodox - was feedin® her child a

Beech Nut vegetablé “'with liver”’. A closer look shocked her

even more when she saw listed among the ingredients'was

porkliver. When she asked her friend "How can you use such

products?”’ The defensive reply was “There was a notice in -
that Beech Nut is-kosher.

The facts are quite different. (See Madrich No. 3)
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1. Raw materials and ingredients may not be the same.

2. Firm “A"” kashers equipment, firm “B"” doesn't.

3. Firm “B” uses steam to kasher equipment, while firm
“A” uses boiling water which is the method universally ac-
cepted and beyond doubt.

4. Firm A" insists on Bishul Upas Yisroel and has the
ovens lit by a Jew. Firm B’ doesn't.

5. Firm “A” insists on Cholov Yisroel. Firm 'B”
doesn't. ,

6. Firm “A” doesn’t use ingredients which are the sub-
ject of Halachic controversy such as resinous glaze and cream
of tartar. '

7. Firm “A” has a mashgiach Tmidi. Firm "“B” doesn't.

In short, peas from the same pot are not the same
kashrus—wise. A case in point; chocolates sold under the
Paskesz, Madanim (with the ® symbol) and all Lieber’s Brands
were reported to be satisfactory. Other brands made in the
same factories even if they carry the ® symbol do not conform
to the same specification and standards.

SMALL PLANTS

Bakeries, restaurants, caterers——All such small scale
business must be under continuous supervision. Numerous
deliveries are received by such establishments daily. Formulas
and ingredients can be changed at the owner’s or cook'’s discre-
tion. Nothing but his conscience and or quest for profit dictates
to the proprietor what comes into, and goes on in his establish-
ment. He can buy anything from anywhere and even change
labels without anyone being the wiser.

On the other hand, in a large scale operation, it is quite
hard to conceal anything. Raw materials are delivered by the
trailer load. Formulas and processes are preprescribed and are
not subject to sudden change. In many large businesses, weekly
inspections may give a fair idea of what goes on. The owner
does not introduce sudden changes. The employees have no in-
terest in changing the production.

We visited restaurants and bakeries which were under
hashgacha, and found them using products which do not meet
the Rav Hamachshir’s specifications.

We have witnessed a delivery of cookies, under cover of
night, to a bakery with a hechsher. These cookies are not ac-
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(Hadar (Jerusalem):voducts are under the Hashgacha
of the B”dz of the Eda  haredis even though it does not
have their symbol).

Do not rely on an unkown Rav or Moetze Dati of a
.cmote moshave or village. (In Madrich No. 12, we reprinted
1 article from an Israeli paper, in which the author describes
the chaotic kashrus situation there).

I(tALVAH

All American—made Halvah contain egg powder,
. ong other ingredients. Of the two companies which make
oy powder under hashgacha, neither has a mashgiach Tmidi.
| he Vaad has visited both of these plants and determined that a
teady, stricter Hashgocha is required. American—made
tlalvah is to be avoided until it is thoroughly investigated.

1ASHGOCHA MEANINGLESS

A glaring example of . how meaningless some

~hsherim may be is the case of the chocolate lentils packed
or Kopper’s Specialty Chocolates. The candy is produced in
i.olmaar, Sweden, by Nordchocklad, without any hashgacha.
Nopper’s distributes it with a very strange hechsher label,
which states that the product is under the hashgacha of a Rav
Berger.

We reproduced the label in Madrich No. 12 Yiddish
“ection. It is quite obvious from the label itself that something
. very irregular. Nevertheless, we contacted the Sweden con-

late, the Swedish Kehila and the factory. Our suspicion was
“onfirmed. Rav Berger was not the Mashgiach at the plant.

There are no chocolate lentils on the market with a
reliable hechsher.

[DENTICAL PRODUCTS

Seemingly identical products made by the same
nanufacturers for different distributors can be very dissimilar
in kashrus even though they may be under the same
hashgacha. One cannot assume that because Brand A was
reported in the Madrich to be satisfactory, Brand B, which is
made in the same factory is the same. It is quite likely that there
is a world of difference between the two.We're listing below
some of the possible differences: )
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hnilosha Becholov which canniot be eaten even with milk
+eals if the bread itself cannot be differentiated from Parve.(To

Jate we have found no bread with the ® to be milchig but

there is still the problem of Pas Palter.)
ct CREAM
In the N.Y. area there is only one firm “Klein’s Real
her” that uses cholov yisroel in its dairy ice cream. All

other  ice creams including those carrying @ ® symbols are

ot cholov yisroel.

fRUIT DRINKS

Fruit drinks are mostly pasteurized. A great number of
‘o are pasteurized on the same machinery as milk and grape
Shce.

[
[

lces contain the same kashrus problems as drinks
.pasteurization). In addition they may contain non—kosher
emulsifiers.

. ANDIES AND CHOCOLATES

The following contain non—kosher ingredients:
M&M

Life Savers

Candy Corn

Charms

Certs

Tootsie Rolls

Cough Drops—Pine Brothers

Clarets

[SRAELI PRODUCTS

Caution must be exercised when buying Israeli
Products. In addition to the usual problems encountered with
all processed foods there are the additional problems of shmita,
trumos, and maasaros. One must be careful to buy only such
products made under the hashgacha of a reputable Rav or
@ anization.

Hechsherim generally accepted as reliable ar\e:-
.1) Beth Din of the Eda Charedis, Jerusalem.
() Rabbinate of Chugei Chsam Sofer, Bnai Brok.

1) Rav Yaakov Landau, Bnai Brok
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Please see excerpt from Hrav Wagschall in Madrich
No.10. However, our experience is at variance with the opinion
of the well—known author, in connection with foods generally
accepted, as kosher, as you can well see in the foregoing.

We recommend that you use only canned fruits and
vegetables produced or packed by firms that have a reliable
[ lashgacha, or one known not to pack other products. It has
always been our belief that foods that are manufactured under
“trict Rabbinical supervision with a Mashgiach Tmidi have
preference and should be used the the consumer. We stand by
ihhis policy on the question of fruits and vegetables, too.

D+ LAD+ D+ D+ s D+ rD IR SO~

PLEASE NOTE!!

We have been repeatedly asking our readers and the
sreneral public to use those products which have been in-
vestigated by the VAAD. However, there are still many people
who do not fully understand the importance of these entreaties.
We have in our files reports on a great many products which
bear hashgachah symbols and yet have kashrus problems. We
cannot publish these reports as our goal is to correct not ch”’v
to ruin any one’s business or reputation. We réport our
negative findings only after we have been unsuccessful in per-
suading the merchant, firm or kashrus organization to make
necessary corrections.

We will, however, attempt in the following paragraphs
to give general ideas that pertain to products that carry kashrus
symbols.

By way of introduction.
Some kashrus supervisory organization i.e. @ ®
Make use of various heterim on regards to:

A (Food cooked by a non—Jew) (BISHUL ACUM)

B (Non—Jewish Milk) (CHOLOV ACUM)

C (Non—Jewish Bakers Bread) (PAS PALTER)

And other baked goods

'BREADS baked under the supervision of the ® ®

1. In most cases are pas palter.

2. May be Milchig. Even though it is clearly marked
DYAIRY, it presents the problems of, Cholov Akum and Pas
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DRIED FRUITS

Dried fruits such as prunes and raisins are coated so

‘hat they won't retain or lose any moisture. This coating also

.otards sticking. The following oils are usually used as

coatings: raisin oil, grape-seed oil, or other oils of fruit seeds.

lut since aceto-glycerides (derived from mono-glycerides) are
Also used, you must be 100% sute that the dried fruit is not

coated with “oil” since the oil may contain this non—Kosher

component.

According to our information, only dried fruit used by
the food industry is coated. The fruit packed in the U.S.A. for
consumer use is not coated and is therefore permissible. Raisins
packed in other countries e.i. Australia, Turkey, are coated
with oil. Dried fruits also contain a preservative, usually
culphur-dioxide which is a. product formed when sulphur, a
mineral, is oxidized (or burnt). It preserves and bleaches fruits
and vegetables.

t ROZEN VEGETABLES

Most vegetables are parboiled or blanched prior to
freezing (close to 60% cooked). A Rav should be consulted as to
whether this is considered cooked in connection with bishul
2kum. (See Yoreh deya 113, sief 9).

TOLAIM (INSECTS)
Those fruits and vegetables which need BE'DIKA

_ (inspection) should not be bought frozen or canned.

Many dried fruits especially figs need thorough b’dika.

Most fruit products don’t have any Hashgacha, (Rab-
binical) supervision. As technology in the food industry ad-
vances, new ingredients both natural and chemical may be used
to “improve” these products. The manufacturer is not
obligated to inform the public about these additonal in-
gredients. Therefore read all labels carefully to make sure that
no new additives or preservatives have been included in the
foods you have relied on for years. Remember: many of these
new ingredients are questionable from the standpoint of
Kashrus. '

It is interesting to note that many products on the
£ D.A’s G.R.A’s (Generally recognized as safe) lists are now
being reevaluated by the government.
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In summary, canned fruit packed in syrup or water is
. cording to our information in most cases free of doubt, but be
particularly careful when buying fruit canned in “juice”’. Make
ortain they contain no grape juice. Canned vegetables are
ften packed in plants that process vegetable—meat combina-
Lons, as well. Since it is quite possible that the same machinery
is used for both the plain vegetables and those containing meat,
you must ascertain that the machinery was Kashered according
to Halacha before the plain vegetables were processed. Many
kashrus organizations claim that vegetables are always canned
where they are grown and that these canneries process
vegetables only (not with meat). However, we have found this
1ot to be always the case and feel that this area needs further
investigation.

Canned fruits that contain flavorings (for example,
maraschino cherries) need a Hashgacha. :

The following products contain questionable additives
and or are processed in plants that process non-kosher or
(uestionable items, such as meat, oil, milk or cheese.

Fruit Soup, Vegetables Soup, Baby Fruits and
Vegetables, Chickpeas, Bean Sprouts, Baked Beans, Fruit Fill-
ings, Various Sauces, Ketchup and Chow Mein—These must be
under reliable hashgacha to be acceptable. THE KASHRUS OF
HESE PRODUCTS MUST BE ASCERTAINED BEFORE
I'HEY CAN BE USED.

In regards to the problem of (cooking by a non—Jew)
Bi'shul Acum, the factors are as following: :

1. Foods that are eaten raw do not fall under this
prohibition. This includes almost all fruits and most vegetables.

2. Foods that are not “’ola ol shulchon mlochim” (served
at state banquets) do not fall under this prohibition. As this is
not a very precise term (to laymen) a rav should be consulted as
to what is and is not ola al shulchon mlochim.

3. Most canned foods are cooked in the can by steam.
Whether steaming constitutes cooking is a subject of disagree-
ment among authorities, and a moreh horoeh should be con-
-ulted. Sauces are cooked in kettles over a fire and not steamed
in the can. '
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FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

We inspected several firms that can fruits and present
the following report of our findings. This report also contains.
information we obtained from experts in this field, although we
did not personally verify each item.

Raw fruits are usually coated with a protective sub-
stance. This coating helps thé fruit retain its moisture and pre-
vents surface blemishes. THiw=esating in most cases consists of
a-wax that is derived. from a petroleum product.

Fruits arelcanned when they are ripe (in season), and in,
plants thatusually process fruits exclusively. Fruits are packed
in three forms:

1. Packed in Syrup: the syrup consists of sugar
and water. Some fruits are packed in heavy syrup which con-
tain a large amount of sugar; others are packed in light syrup
which contain less sugar. During the canning process the syrup
absorbs the natural juices of the fruit.

2. Packed in Juice: Fruits so labeled are canned in
juice with no sugar added. These fruits are packed for people
who must limit their intake of sugar either for health reasons or
for weight control. This type of fruit is often canned in juices
of other fruits, and very often the fruits are canned in grape
juice, since grape juice has a naturally high sugar content. This
grape juice has the Din of Stam Yayin shel Akum (wine of a
Gentile) and the juice as well as the fruit packed in'such juice is
ossur.

When buying canned fruit read the list of ingredients
carefully to make certain that no juice was used.

‘Be careful if you see the words “natural sweetened” on
the label, since almost all such fruit is sweetened with grape
juice.

4 Please note: Ingredients listed can be only relied
le’hachmer.

3. Packed in water: means canned in water with no
sugar or juice added. This type of fruit is used mostly by
diabetics, since sugar in any form can harm them.

Other ingredients found in canned fruits and vegetables
are: lemon juice, corn syrup, citric acid, salt, ascorbic acid,
clacium salt, spice oil, and colorings..
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