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I think it is interesting for our readers to read the

following article from
Angeles, Calif.

thc Bceverage

Ledger. Los

VODKA MADE FROM GRAPES

Vodka made from Thompson seedless grapes is
the newest twist in alcohol beverages,

Guild Wincrets & Distilleries made  this an-
nouncement when they catled @ press conference
in Sacramento to introduce Silverado California
Vodka.

Robert M. Ivie, president of Guild Winerics &
Disdlleries of Sun Francisco, announced changing
the dictionary definition of vodka and winning
2o-month struggle with the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Fircarms.

“Webster's THrd New International Dictionary
{1971 calls vouka 1 colorless and unaged liguor
of nentral spirits. disiilled from o mash of ryve or
wheat. Silverido has brouglt grape to vodka,”
declured Ivic.

Ivie noted the tremendous growth of vodKi's
popularity in the nation.

By 1955 0t represented ontv 3.4 pereent of the
total distilled spirits narketed here. List vedar 28,0
million cases of vodia were purchased by Ameri-
Gitns, representing more than 20 pereent of all
the distilled spirit. sald o the country,

“Yesterday vou could buy it from Russia, Po-
Lmd. England, Asstria,. Hollimd. Finland, Den
mark or America. made from potatoes or grain,
Now, vodka drinkers have the epportunity to cn-
jov it made from Calitornin gripes,” Tvie said.

Ivie said that narural grape vodka is four times
more costly ta produce than traditonal geain vod-
kus. He pointed cut that Silverado possesses a

singular richness and  quality which could be
achicved anly by using a dry white wine which has
been distilled twice, charcoul-filtered wnd blended
with pure well water 1o bring it to 8 prool,

“ICs vodkie and not white brindy because it's
distilled at 192 proot--2 pereent more than the Jaw
reguires—whereas - brandy s distilled ac 170
proof, und must be Kept in burre.s for 1wao years,
Silverado is a cleaner and maore natural vodka,
we feel. than has ever betore boen produced. and
is availuble pow throughout the preater Bay rea
for $6.39 for w1 quart: $5.45 Jor the 750 milliliter
size or $1.59 for the 200 nulliliter boutle,™ de-
clured Ivic,

He said that they recommend that the battles
be kept in the freczer and served cncased in ice
because the product actially thickens when it's
close to freezing, adding a smoathness that is quite
unique.

Onc journalist at the tasting press conference
said, “I'm a vodka drinker and 1 can wll vou
this is one helluva good vodka.”

Ivic said it took 26 months of some pretty con-
vincing discussion with BATF 10 get permission
to Jabel Silverado as “Califormia™ vodka. He said
that the BATF is extremely reluctant to pass
blessing on varictal labels, whereas we feel the
Culifornia designation is very important in -
keting the product.

"W have agoal of 30,000 10 40,000 cases in a
market arca that saw one million cases sold last
year,” concluded Lvic.
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“Creamer’’ Bill
Passes Both Houses

A bill to clarify the misleading
label ‘‘non-dairy product’ or
“non-dairy creamer’’ on dairy
substitutes that do contain milk or
cream, written and sponsored by
Assemblyman Howard L. Lasher
(D-L Brooklyn), has passed both
houses of the Legislature and now
awaits signing by Governor
Carey.

Assemblyman Lasher said, “At
present, some producers of cream
and milk substitutes are printing
“non-dairy creamer” or ‘‘not a
dairy product’’ on the label when,
in fact, the product contains a
milk derivative, and is therefore
dairy according to Jewish Law.
No provision of the law prevents
them from doing this — in fact,
the law (n some states now

prohibits the advertising of such
products without the words ‘not a
dairy product’ or ‘non-dairy.’ *

The problem is that sodium
caseinate, commonly used in
cream, is a phosphoprotein of
milk, Although Jewish Law states
that the product is dairy, New
York State law considers it non-
dairy.

Assemblyman Lasher further
stated that sodium caseinate is
produced when milk is curdled by
rennet. ‘‘It is obvious that sodium
caseinate is a dairy product and
should be denoted as such.”

*‘Many times, I have gone into
homes where, after a meat meal,
people would serve coffee with a
‘non-dairy creamer’ which con-
tained sodivm caseinate. I would
then have to explain to these peo-

ple that the creamer is dairy and
set forth the reasons."’

The bill provides that when a
milk derivative is used, the words
‘“‘derived from a milk byproduct"’
must be stated after the ingredient,
‘The only exception is granted
when the product is under Rab-
binical supervision and is marked
as being dairy together with the
Rabbinical designation.

“This bill is most important to
religious Jews who adhere to the
Kosher Dietary Laws and are
misled by the ‘non-dairy’ designa-
tion on the label.”’

However, Assemblyman Lasher
also said that this bill will aid
those people who are on dairy-
free diets and must abstain from
any milk or dairy derivative.
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Computerized calenders available with daily “Zmanim”
according to various shitos — for any place
prepared by Hershel Edelstein
4 Albert Drive, Monsey, N.Y. 10952 (914) 425-3073
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The following is a listing of commonly used
ingredients which require supervision :

Calcium Stearate Glyceride Polyglycerol
Castoreum Glycerol ‘Polysorbate 60, 65, 80
Civet . Gum Base Rennet

Cognac - Lipid Shortening

Diglyceride Magnesium Stearate Softeners ,
Emulsifier - Mono & Diglyceride Sorbitan Monostearate -
(except Lechitin) Monoester Span & Tween
Esters Monostearate Stabilizer

Ethyl Palargonate Musk Stearic Acid

Fatty Acid oil Stearate

Flavor Palargonic Acid Tristearin

Gelatin Pepper Cream Tumeric

Glycerine Pepsin
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Chick Peas, Beansprouts, Vegetarian Beans.
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J19p B WIR /PR
Fruit Soup, Vegetable Soup, Baby Food Jars, Fruit Fillings,
Sauces, Ketchup, Chow Mein, Fruit Cans W/ Flavorings.

Silver-Connor Kosher
Food Labeling Bill
Passes Legislature

ALBANY, N.Y.-Assemblyman
Sheldon Silver (D-Manhattan) and
Senator Martin.Connor (D-
Brooklyn, Manhattan) announced
that their bill to protect con-
sumers of Kosher food products
has passed both houses of the New
York State Legislature. The bill
will increase the types of mark-
ings of Kosher food products
which must have special cer-

tification registered with the
State Department of Agriculture
and Markets.

Under current law, food proces-
sors who use the leiters K’ or
“KP’’ must register the name and
address of the certifying rabbi or
organization with the Department
of Agriculture and Markets. As-
semblyman Silver and Senator
Connor's bill will add any foed in
packages which are marked “‘rab-
binical supervision,”” “"KM,” or

‘KOS to identify products as
Kosher o1 Keslier for Passover.

12

*Until now,” Senator Connor
explained, ‘*‘food packers have
been able to use these terms
without any certifying require-
ment from an ordained rabbi.”

“‘Consumers of Kosher food,”
Assemblyman Silver elaborated,
“will soon be able to buy products
carrying these markings with the
knowledge that they are protected
under the law."”

The bill has been sent to the
Governor, and is expected to be
signed shortly. It will become law
on January 1, 1980.
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Answer :

The majority of margarines contain some form of milk
(Cholov Acum). In addition they contain. oils, fats,
emulsifier, stabilizers, glycerides. Needless to say "strict
supervision”’ is a necessity.

The pareve problem is a real confusion. There are
some margarines which are pareve even though there is no
mention of it on the product. To avoid “micsholim” stick
to your rule.

The same yardstick should be used on so called “non
dairy” creamers and imitation sour cream. They actually are
dairy, but not a natural dairy product.

The kashrus organizations, OU, OK etc. claim that
these problems are beyond their control, some companies
would not print any lettering “dairy” or “pareve’; not to
provoke the public. (A mere symbol is not so noticeable).
They usually just note in their kashrus directories that this
product is dairy.

The time is ripe for the organizations and /or
supervisors to adapt a healthier attitude and® comprehend
the ““michsholim” involved as a result of this so called
labeling neglect.

A stronger stand and henceforth stricter measures are
definitely needed. The directory product listing (as milichig)
does not help the cunsumer in the store.

Note: some Mazola products do not carry the OU at all.

[=is)=iut®
: : P liter bottles are not Yw1an, as many
of our customers prefer. If you would rather have Ywnanm

(as do hotels and caterers) then our smaller sized bottles in
: R gy ml. are just right.
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Gentlemen :

... The Nova Scotia Food Products Co. sells non
Kosher Fish. Obviously there is no kashrus endorsement on
those “Novie Brand’’ products. The problem lies in the fact
that the stores don’t realize that some of their products are
non Kosher and in return is being passed on to the
customer as a Kosher product (especially smoked products
in bulk form where there is no wrapper). . .

Vera Weiss (Brooklyn)
P.S. Novie Brand Cream Herring is milichig (Cholov Acum)

Esteemed Vaad,

Please explain why pickles need a hechsher. . .
Mendel Hartstein (Manhattan)

Answer:

Essential oils such as tumeric or pepper cream are often
added to the pickling brine. Since the oil is insoluble in
other liquid it has to be blended with Polysorbate 80 which
are processed from fatty acid (animal or vegetable). The
glycerides are a basic ingredient used as an emulsifier.

These spices might possibly be added to prepared
mustard, too. All products containig tumeric or pepper
cream should not be used unless it is propery endorsed.

In addition, pickles contain vinegar which require
supervision (it might be wine vinegar or at best made in the
same utensils as wine vinegar).

Dear Editors:

. Important note to the readers of the Madrich. I
have found out that not all Mazola margarine are pareve.
There is no indication what so ever that it is milchig. It has
the same OU symbol as the pareve type. I guess if there is
no pareve symbol we have to assume it is not pareve. I
learned the hard way after using a milchig margarine as
pareve ... Some diet margarines have an OU pareve on the
outer master box but not on each tub of margarine.

M. Katz (Brooklyn)
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Are You Sure?
Are You Positive?
Think Before You Eat!

Get The Facts. Read The ““Madrich
Lakashrus. A Yiddish-English Kashrus
Publication.

Vaad Hakashrus - A Non-Profit Public
Service Organization.

MADRICH LAKASHRUS — “The Guide to Kashrus'’ Yiddish and English
periodical published by the Vaad Hakashrus, 1474 — 44th St., Brooklyn,
N.Y. 11219, a non-profit public service organization dedicated to
i strengthening of Kashrus through research and development,

Founded under the auspices of leading rabbonim headed by Rabbi Moshe
Stern Shlita Rav of Cong. Khal Yesode Hatorah, Brooklyn (Debreciner
Rav)
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