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Subscription Rates VI8 IPLIVINIX

(PAID IN ADVANCE) : (OMRIND 'R IVIVI UINIYNTR ND)
VAAD HAKASHRUS abinkiodeTulie p'AN]
INUS.A, yprIvny PR
TYear.oooeveeeninnnn.. $ 600, ... ............ el
Air Mail 1 Year........ $10.00 . 9N" 1 LOXD LDV
2Years....cccoveeeenn $S11.00. . ................ w2
3Years...........oenn. $16.00. ... ... TR® 3

IN CANADA, EUROPE ETC. .3,7.8 ,.¥BNIVN ,¥YTXIRD IR

1Year........oooooune. $ 800t Nt 1
Air Mail 1 Year....... $12.00... N> 1 LOXRD LOY?
2Years................. 1500 e w2
3VYears................. 822,00 .. cciiieinns N 3

Enclosed please find $ .................... $ ... D Y2IT TT IR LAYV

I would like to subscribe to the
VAAD HAKASHRUS

O1Year O2VYears O3Years w30 w20 w10

O Air Mail voxn VMY W 1 O
Name 102208
Address oV
City State Zip

New subscriber (] ay3nyn ayvON
Old subscriber [J "yanyn Ay

VAAD HAKASHRUS
1474 44th St. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11219
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B e Baas Clahes

S8 Crsad 5, New Yk
Bhunote Cluth, Mfg.
142 - h Ave, M. Y.

TIEPTIE B TR IR SavS Sye

DYayoYIs DY e LpY

troward Clothes

Addresses m Telephdne Book

Hisid Closhes
|OSEPH M. KLEIN

BARNEY CLOTHIES Vesruds Loty Chahos

11 =7ih Ave

BOND (,I.OIHI S
Adtoesses in T edapbone Buok
Gl 20 ¢S
162 - 51 Ave. Roa Tiad 30 78 Floor.
[RRIPET l,|.|-.|y e
-w Yurk
~4||\mA\i ((OTHES

[ Y] (RSt

W ot Broadway.
al’ |n\hl'~ o Al
!oobafavene St
S Clohes

l',.lL

141 nI.A e NY.CL

wallachs|

+LBC. Clotlung

90 Rivingion §1.,
83 Stanton St N. Y
1O} - Sth Ave,

~-Newman Bros.
&1 Stanton Sireet

PARK KENNY Clothes Cos,
sth Ave, 2nd Floor

SYC 141 -
RIPLEY CLO))iES

=Harry Ruaman
1) - 5th Avence

New York: Fidth Ave. a1 46th Si.; “Fidth Au
Nanwet Mall: Cros Courvy Cies H(WH;:I :x'l'(u'ds‘

Syl

I"Ir\ n\lf‘u L

Field Ce Wale Whits
Carden State Plaza; Menlo Park, wdlov. brook Mal

114 Canal Stceet, NYC,
118 Stanton St., N.Y.C.

8 Lhsabech 8t New York

Lebowitz & Nobles Sons
.C

LESH Clothing Mrg.

Addresses i Teteppne Boon

THREE B CLOThES
80 Delavcey St.. New York
Lauis Zuflacht & Sons
174 Sianion Street

Garments can be tested at
Any Devartinent Store
o vou phone us bejore buying
BROOKLYYN
'\l\v abam & Stoug
o Seet

@ ~Crown Cluthiers bet. Aves,
HH Co. Island Ave, &Kk
o ENGLENDER Clothes
1218 Avenne | Brooklyn
rark A 1 hian
A3 - 1 3th Asiie, B'klya
Yacob Jacobowitz

74 lee Ave.. Chmidic Taylor

t

o—lrankluries
314 Rucblng St.. Brookiyn

;283 Broadwi y; Wit Clauns:
Plaza; Manhasact it Anecscana Cir.,
m-nC«r Smith HavenMall. N.J.: Pararws

* G & | CLOTHING
1368 Coney lslind Ave.
THE MALE SHOW
1974 Ralph Ave Rkiyn
sMARLY CLOTHING
210 Broadw.y, Breoklyu
A0 - 13th Ave. B'klyn
M:y's Dept. Slores
S Peloa St Bracklyn
* REINHOLD CLOTHES
4421 14th Ave.
RICHFIELD CIL.OTHES
Kings Plazs, Braoklya
—aCh. Roth Clothing Co.
239 Keap St Brooklym
» SINGER'S Quatity Cloches
157 Hoopei St. Brooklyn
TALL
wnmr.hs{«l;n\‘usn erRF‘
Tb)\EOO§ TO HIRE
h for Inlormaliou.

LONG ISLA
LADIES COATS & $'°lﬂWIAl
Butlin:gton Coat Factory
and Warchouse

WNY P U’(ﬂ ™ e — oyt Y?Y:“!D'ﬂ R D2MDTPD NIV R WD YT 01N @ 1187 Sunrise ey, » Copague

BORATORY of Torah Umitzvoth

203 Lee Avenue EVergreen 7-8520 Brooklyn, N. Y.

Open 10 amw to 10 p.m., Sunday to 6 p.m., Testing while you wa

OVER 40 SAMPLE TARERS IN GREATER N
BRANCIES: Garments can be tested in, axr near yowr hose. I‘vr lnlormnﬁon call EVergreen 7.8520

it; Sunday and Friday, or any time,
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redemption of the nia'asser shaini.
One fira may be used 40 tigs, a
half-tira 20 times (see nnies 7 and
8).

The scparated trimos miust be
disposed of but not abu.cd. Solids
should be wrapped in paper be-
fore being placed in the garbage
can. Liquids may be washed
down the kitchen drain (but not
the toilet or bathroom drains).

NOTES

I. When dealing with very small
auantities of food, the words “on
1 pruta’’ in the above (lext, are
replaced by “on its value”" In
such a case, the coin used for
the redemption must have bheen
uscd at lcast once before for a
rcdemption over which the brocha
is said (see note 9.

2. Trumos and ma'asros must
be taken from cach type of food
scparately. Similarly, trumos and
md’asros shouid be taken sepa-
ratelv. even from (wo lots of the
same type of food. if purciasced
in different shops or on ditferent
dates.

2. When taking trumos and ma’-
asros from foods containing dit-
ferent foodstufls in combination,
such s salads or pies or soups,
care must be taken o separate
Jichthy more than one hundradth
of cach and cvery <ort of foad
included.

4, The scparated rfrumos must
not be in motion while the text
is being said: special care must
be taken with liguids.

INGHT Sivon 5734
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5. Trumos and  md'asros may
nol be separated on Shaboss or
Yemtov.  Everything  required
must be deaii with in advance.
6. Children undcr the age of
Bar-Mitzva are not qualilicd to
take rrumos and md'asros.

7. When the coin set aside for
the reden:ption has been used the
maximum  possible number  of
times (i.c., a fira 40 times, a half-
lira 20 times), it must be redeem-
ed. Take a S-ayora coin and say,
“The prota chanura of md'asser
shaini in this coin remains ma'as-
ser shuini. 'Fhe remainder of ma’-
asser siini and of rvoy in this
coin plus 25% of s value (if
NCCCsSATY ) mechulal on  this
coin”

‘The original coin may then be
used again. After cach redemp-
tion of the coin, the 5-agora coin
used must be destroyed. It 1s ad-
visable to redeem the coin regular-
lv on a fixed date (cvery crev
Shaboss) so that between  one
redemption and the next the coin
will not be used more than the

In

maximum possible  number  of
fumnes.
8. The number of times the coin

may be used depends on the num-
her of prutos it contains, At pre-
sent Cilamuz S7345 one fira con-
tains about 40 prazos, This num-
ber varies with the price of silver
(1 gram of silver 40 prutos).
and <hould be checked. from time
to time. especially after a deval-
vation.

9. In ecneral. the brochos are
not said.
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Even if yeu don’t live in Eretz Yisroel, so long as
you buy food grown in Israel, you must know

How to Separate
Trumos and Ma’asros

All food grown in Eretz Yis-
roel may be eaten only after
trumos and wma’asros have been
taken. You must therefore take

trumos and ma’asros from all
foods grown in Israel, unless a
reliable hechsher certifies that
they have already been taken.

NUSACH FOR SEPARATING TRUMOS AND MA’ASROS

Separate 1% plus a bit more, from each kind of food

Say: What’s more than 1% on this (point to it) side is
truma g'dola. The 1% plus 9 more parts of equal volume from
the right side (or “from the top™) is ma'asser rishon for the
whole thing. The 19 itself is trumass ma’asser for the ma'asser
rishon.

If this food is from a ma’asser shaini year, 10% of the re-
mainder—from the left side (or “from the bottom”)—is ma’asser
shaini for the whole thing. This ma’asser shaini plus 25% of its
value is mechulal on 1 pruta (if the total is less than 1 pruta, say
“on its value”) in the coin I have set aside for chilul ma'asser
shaini and r'voy.

If this food is from a ma’asser onni year, the 10% on the left
side (or ‘“‘on the bottom) is ma’asser onni.

For fruits say: If this fruit is ' voy, let it plus 25% of its value
be mechulal on 1 pruta (if the total is less than 1 pruta, say “on
its value™) in the coin I have set aside for chilul ma'asser shaini
and r’voy.

According to the Chazon Ish,
if it is inconvenient to say the full
text, you may say instead (after
having separated slightly more
than 1% of the food), “Let all
the hafroshos as well as the chi-

I.IGHT Sivon 5734
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lulim of ma’asser shaini and r'voy
be chal as in the printed text in
accord with the psokim of the
Chazon Ish.”

A coin, such as a lira, or half-
lira, should be set aside for the
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Our Readers Report

Dear Editors,

... It is a disgrace for Rabonim to give hechsherim
on establishments that promote New Years Eve parties, R"L.
Just to name a few, the OU in Shang-Chai on Flatbush Ave.,

Rabbi Shmuel Walkin in Bernstein on Essex St.,, Vaad
Harabonim of queens promoting single mixers, and so on.

Above all, there is a need to publicize the names of
members of the Vaad Harabonim of queens that dare give a
hechsher on a shameful event such as a mixer. Being “machti
as horabim’’ is the only incentive at such an affair.

Enclosed you’ll find some ad clippings of the above
mentioned affairs, from the anglo-Jewish paper.

David Unger (Brooklyn)

Dear Editors: All lotions commonly used on the hand
have non kosher ingredients. The ingredients usually include
the following: stearic acid, glyceryl stearate, polysorbate,
gylcerine, sorbitan. All of these inert ingredients have non
kosher fats. Even if we are not “machmir”’ on “sicho” to be
prohibited because it is not considered as drinking the lotion
never the less caution should be taken not to eat while there
is some actual lotion on the hand.

Mrs. Kranz (Brooklyn)

Editors Note: Special care should be given to lip
moisturizer, Most sticks for chapped lips have non kosher
fats such as Lipids e.g. “Chap Stick’’. The moist lip comes in
direct contact with the food and the utensils, which in return
is being swallowed by the person. The same might apply to
some non Kosher lipsticks.

EL SAN JUAN HOTEL

NOT Under Our
®K°SHER Supervision

0.K. Laboratories, P.O.B. 218 B’klyn, N.Y. 11204
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once-long-ago fervor of upholding the strictest tenets of
Yiddishkeit so that it may once again flourish and be
respected for the authentic work it can and should do and so
that other organizations may work side-by-side with it for a
common ideal—for a united purpose—of promoting
unadulterated kashrus standards to the Jewish masses. We
stand constantly ready—and indeed would consider it our
moral obligation—to reinvestigate and report rectifications if
and when we are notified of them. In the meantime, until the
OU reconstructs itself and proves its compliance with the
letter and to the uncompromising spirit of the Shulchan
Aruch, we advise our readers to beware of the mass-produced
product and to always be certain that purchased food is
kosher, beyond a doubt.

It is interesting to note that the OU has not made
known to the public the vacancies which have recently
occurred in its top-level positions. Moreover, since the
resignation of the Administrator several months ago and of
the Coordinator (effective 1/15/78), who was the only
individual who was supposedly conversant with all kashrus
matters in the U.S.A. and relied upon by Bnei Torah, OU
symbols have continued to be liberally dispensed—with no
notification by the OU to the consumer that there is no
longer a sanctioning force behind its endorsements.

[Let the reader imagine an operation without guidance
and administration!]

Daas Torah of
Hagaon Harav Moshe Feinstein shlita

against College Education

Inu public iklress delivered i the spring of §735, Hagaon

instein shlice sigozonsly niged Yeshivi youth not to
follow the “*advice of the wicked™ to i from the sunctity of Torah

tor the atheisin and wnmorality of the university.

Inveighing against the muderialistic sense of widues that has stalen
into the strusture of Jesish lile in Americ, he refuted the conten-
tinn thint college is justified for the sake of *parnasah’ and called
upon Yeshivi youth e sbsinin from college even i fioe of their

parents” insistence to the contgary.

R2
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public is not notified through the media. If a baal hamachshir
finds that a problem exists with a certain product he should
feel it is his responsibility to inform the consumer that this
product is questionable.

Unfortunately, the administrators of the OU choose to
evade the problems that even they themselves discover.

A) For example: Heinz Vegetarian Beans carried an
OU on the label, although the ingredients listed clams. The
public was not notified.

B) Cookies with an OU symbol were marked Parve
but were actually milchig. The mistake on the label was not
publicized in the Jewish newspapers or elsewhere. It was also
not publicized that cookies which listed gelatin as an
ingredient were not to be used.

C) A company having an OU endorsement concocted
a new product. The company attached a sample of the new
item, gravy containing meat, to its regular product. The new
item was unquestionably non-kosher; however, since the big
box carried the OU, the public assumed that the small packet
was equally reliable. Even after the OU realized its error, it
did not inform the public through the media that this new
product is not endorsed by the OU and is not kosher.

D) In several hotels under the OU hechsher, where
“matzho ashirah” is served, even at the first seder, many of
the participants, who are neither sick nor old, would
unquestionably prefer matzo shmura, but they are not given
the privilege of selection.

CONCLUSION

It is with agonizing regret and shamefaced remorse
that we have felt it incumbent upon us to disclose the
findings of our study. But we have done so in a spirit of hope
for the future, hope that—perhaps conscience-stricken and
aroused by public demand for a higher standard—the OU will
begin to look introspectively into the disorder of its house
and the bewilderment of its constituents, the chaotic dilemma
which it has created for those who have entrusted it with
their very soul. We urge the OU to rededicate itself with its

R3
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For Example: (A) A cheese-smoking company, where
kosher and non-kosher cheeses are smoked, processes cheeses
which bear the OU symbol. We were made aware that in the
last 15 years no one from the OU has visited its plant.
(Regarding cheese, there are questions of cholov akum,
gvinas akum and non-kosher ingredients). We confronted the
administrator of the OU with this startling disclosure (at'a
meeting in the Novominsker Rebbe’s z't'l' house), and he
assured us that an investigation would be undertaken to
rectify the matter. Since that time, more than two years have
elapsed, and still the OU has not inspected this company.

(B) An OU mashgiach assigned to an OU-endorsed
company where both kosher and non-kosher turkey rolls and
salami are made complained that it is very difficult for one
supervisor to prevent a mix-up of kosher with non-kosher.
He stressed that he is reasonably certain that when he turns
his back for a moment they do mix kosher with non-kosher.
The OU ignored his request for corrective measures or an
additional supervisor.

(C) The Buitoni Foods Plant (noodles, soups, etc.)
produces similar kosher and non-kosher products (kosher
soups, non-kosher soups). The cooking vessels are directly
next to one another. The mashgiach explained the following
to us:

(1) Prior to the assignment of a mashgiach to this
plant, labels were attached arbitrarily, and there is a
possibility that the labels carrying the OU symbol were
mistakenly put on the non-kosher foods.

(2) Due to the complexity of the plant, it is impossible
for one mashgiach alone to control the kashrus.

It is noteworthy that after the aforementioned points
were brought to our attention it was discovered that Buitoni
soup made with non-kosher meat was labeled with the OU
symbol, probably because there was no mashgiach present at
the labeling (due to insufficiency of mashgichim).

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

1. Where grievous kashrus errors are found to have
occurred (possibly rendering the product unkosher), the
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employ such mashgichim. (B) A rav who gives a hechsher for
a cookie factory which bakes with kosher and non-kosher
oils and who is never present when the kosher cookies are
baked is employed by the OU as mashgiach for another
plant! (C) A rav who gives hashgochos on bakeries in which
the owners are Yidden and the bakery works on Shaboss, is
also employed as an OU mashgiach.

2. The OU employs some shochtim and mashgichim
who do not observe the strict criteria of Shomrei Torah
U’mitzvos befitting of their position. It is very difficult to
find mashgichim for factories which are located in small,
remote towns, and the OU has to resort to local supervisors
who are not actualy qualified or fit to be mashgichim and
who may not always be relied upon in matters of kashrus.

LABELING

1. Labelling and listing of ingredients are sometimes
inaccurate and misleading. The average consumer, for
example, is not aware that whey and lactose are dairy
derivatives, rendering the product milchig. And sometimes,
even if the ingredients are not milchig, the product might
have been prepared in dairy vessels. In either case, the QU
does not notify the consumer that the product is milchig,
even in their directory. Moreover, the OU issues several
kinds of hechsherim: on products which are very
questionable and which may be used only “bedieved” (post
factum, when already done) and on products which would be
kosher in any event with or without the OU symbol. The
consumer is not made aware of the category under which a
given hechsher falls.

2. The OU principle that its symbol must be printed
on the label is not strictly enforced. Many products on the
market bear only an adhesive OU sticker, which a company
may attach at random. There are also rubber-stamped OU
symbols. We have discussed this problem with the OU, and
we have received nothing more than promises.

RECTIFICATIONS
1. Rectifications promised by the OU are not always
implemented.
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(C) In the recent past we notified the OU that the oil
used by Wise Potato Chip Co. for manufacturing potato
chips should have a reliable hechsher inasmuch as it is
refined by a company which also refines trefeh oil. The
coordinator stated that he confirmed the matter with the
mashgiach, who assured him that the oil from that company
was not being used. At the same time, we visited the Wise
Potato Chip Co. and saw that the suspected oil was definitely
being used. This information was at that time confirmed in
writing by the Company.

(D) When the president of the R.C.A. was asked who
the mashgiach is at the Sunflower shechita, he named Horav
. and stated that the latter visits the plant every two
weeks. When asked, Horav . . . admitted that not only does
he not visit the plant once in two weeks, but he is not even
its machgiach. He was only present when the OU took over
the plant, and he was not certain if rectifications which he
recommended were undertaken. ’

(E) When asked if a specific restaurant is cautious to
avoid “bishul akum”, the OU reported that the mashgiach
comes in every morning to turn on the stove. The mashgiach,
however, stated that he definitely does not come in every
morning to turn it on.

MASHGICHIM

1. Some of the mashgichim at OU-endorsed plants can
not be considered reliable. Where the OU assumes the
supervision of a factory which already employs a mashgiach,
it does not always appoint a new mashgiach from its own
staff but usually reinstates the same mashgiach even though
he may not be qualified for his post. Moreover, a mashgiach
might go on vacation and leave no substitute. Even if he does
leave a substitute, he does not discuss the matter with the
OU. The substitute might not be a qualified or responsible
person.

The OU employs some mashgichim who should not
be relied upon in matters of kashrus. For example: (A) a
mashgiach who holds a position as rabbi in a shul without a
mechitza. According to the OU, however, it endeavors not to
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accepted at face value, since it is not always possible to assign
someone else to visit the plants and verify the statements
made. The OU ordinarily investigates a factory once before it
gives its endorsement. Thereafter, the word of the mashgiach
(no matter who he is) is of necessity considered accurate.
Since the OU is constantly preoccupied with accepting
lucrative new hashgochos and new mashgichim it has become
very hard to cope with pre existing hashgocha.

Since the OU office can not control what transpires in
the factories, quite often a mashgiach will allow the use of a
certain product which he assumes is permissible but which
actually might be incompatible with OU regulations. For
example, certain OU-endorsed restaurants use butter and
margarines that are foridden according to even OU standards.

3. It is OU policy that its hashgochos may not be
investigated by outsiders. This applies even to the R.C.A.
Kashrus Commission. Since no one is permitted to visit the
OU-endorsed plants, the OU always remains seemingly
faultless—a condition which obstructs the revelation of the
facts to the public.

OBTAINING INFORMATION

1. The public cannot always obtain accurate or reliable
information from the OU as to its hechsherim.

Examples: (A) When the OU was asked if the Brenner
Biscuit Co. has a steady mashgiach, the answer was in the
affirmative. But the Company itself verified in writing that
the mashgiach visits the plant only once a week.

(B) Regarding a refinery, which refines kosher and
non-kosher oils and where oil runs through many lines, and
it is an impossible task to maintain control of the kosher and
non-kosher lines. Therefore the previous OU administrator,
Rav Rosenberg, a’h, who visited the refinery and realized that
it is futile to attempt to keep proper control, and thereby
forbade the OU producers from using the oil. The present
administrator insists that the oil has not been used. However,
investigations have revealed that the refinery does in fact sell
its oil to OU producers.
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use them without separation.) At the same time, however, the
OU office will not reveal the facts of the situation to the
unknowing inquirer.

(B) There are many who do not rely on OU
hashgochos on Glatt kosher meats. They inquire as to whose
meats certain caterers use, but the truth is seldom revealed.
For example: when the OU office was asked whose shechita
is used by Wilton Caterers (which packages meats for airlines
and hospitals), the response was Satmar and Zelhem only,
whereupon the caterer’'s employees confirmed that they use
meat from either Cross Bros. or Sunflower shechita.

(C) The consumer is not informed that grape juice is
used as an ingredient in various food products so that those
who wish to rely on the opinion that the product should not
be used may have this alternative.

KASHRUS STRUCTURE

1. The internal structure of the OU is and has been in
a state of flux. Its turnover in administration, together with
its R.C.A.-affiliated arms, contributes to the credibility gap
surrounding the entire OU organization and its en-
dorsements. Due to internal political difficulties existing
between the OU and Histadrus, no member of the Kashrus

Commission would dare venture to comment openly against
the leaders of the OU Kashrus Division.

2. The OU Kashrus Division employs only three key
individuals. They are the only ones who have knowledge of
the many hundreds of OU hashgochos, and they are required
to report to the Kashrus Commission of the R.C.A. In reality,
however, they do not feel obligated to report in detail,
adequatly to anyone. Due to the insufficiency in its
personnel, the OU is incapable of adequately administering
its hundreds of endorsed plants or even attempting to keep
apprised of the status of its manifold hechsherim. The OU
employs a few transient mashgichim throughout the country
to oversee on other mashgichim. But the OU leaders are not
able to keep a close watch on whether or not mashgichim are
visiting the plants regularly and submitting regular reports.
Those reports which are sent in fact presented must be
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responsible for the kashrus of the OU. Due to the fact that
some of its ““'modern Orthodox’’ members are associated with
the New York Board of Rabbis (which consists of Reform,
Conservative and Orthodox rabbis and which has been
banned by the gedolei horabonim), the R.C.A. has lost some
of its credibility in the eyes of Bnei Torah.

Officially, the OU is required to submit detailed
reports of its activities every few weeks at meetings with the
Kashrus Commission of the Histadrus; however, the only
matters routinely discussed are questions of policy or the
undertaking of new hashgochos, etc. Problems pertaining to
existing hashgochos are by and large not seriously
considered.

2. The OU is not directly responsible to any halachic
individual or group other than the official Rabbinical Council
of America. The constitution of the Kashrus Commission can
not be strictly enforced by the R.C.A. In reality, the OU
directs the entire kashrus system without any significant
responsibility to any halachic group.

3. The OU or the R.C.A. sometime improvises
halachic decisions to serve its needs. Discovering heterim or
relying on minority opinions of rabbis is not the major
objection, however. The overriding problem is that it does
not notify the public of the basis of its findings. Morever,
regarding its halachic policies, false information is from time
to time disseminated to the consumer.

OU-endorsed plants utilize ingredients which may not
be accepted by all halachic authorities.

Examples: (A) Canned fruits imported from Israel
pose a problem of trumos and maasros. There are some
rabbonim who maintain that these fruits require hafrosha
(separation) only in Eretz Yisroel. However, not all poskim
agree. When the office of the OU was asked if it allows the
use of fruits without separation, the answer was that trumos
are separated from these fruits. The fact, however, is that
caterers under the OU hashgocha use canned fruits from
Israel which have not been separated for hafroshas truma.
(The rav who is the mashgiach paskens that it is permitted to
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REVIEW OF THE “0O.U.”
INTRODUCTION

In response to an overwhelming public demand, we are
presenting here an English synopsis of our previous report in
Yiddish (Madrich #14) of a thus-far 3 year, community-
inspired investigation of OU practices and endorsements. As
a preface to this report, we must state that we have never
been motivated by a desire to compete with—or to cast
aspersions upon—any individual, group of individuals or
organization but, rather, a conscientious responsibility
(despite all obstacles) of fulfilling the monumental task with
which a discerning public has charged us, that is, to
investigate and to report the truth surrounding the kashrus
of food products. We are continuously aware that we bear
the burden of a dual mission: to avoid embarrassing
exposures but to reveal the realities to our readers. To fail to
disclose the substance of our investigations would
thwart—and indeed defeat—the purpose for which we exist,
and we would be remiss in our obligation towards those who
look to us for guidance. The subject of kashrus is far too
serious and too important to allow us to be permissive,
tolerant or agreeable to anything less than absolute adherence
to uncompromising and unchanging standards.

(All references to the OU apply only to the Kashrus Division.)

FINDINGS

Our files are replete with reports of meetings and
telephone calls with the OU, letters from OU-endorsed
companies, legal decisions from Gedolim, letters from OU
mashgichim, reports of visits to OU-endorsed factories, etc.,
etc., filess which anyone who is genuinely interested may
inspect, but the essence of our findings, based on intensive
investigations, can be summarized as follows:

HALACHIC DECISIONS

1. The official halachic authority of the OU is the
Histadrus Harabonim, known as the R.C.A., which is
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