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From the editor’s desk

September 23, 2002

Dear Rabbi Dovid Merling:

I understand an error that appeared in an article about you which ran in The CIN four years
ago on Nov. 19, 1998, is now again causing some concern.

In that article, we incorrectly described you as teaching Talmud to women at the Hillel Jewish
Student Center, and captioned the picture of you as such. You corrected the error however, as
soon as it became known to you. And we published the correction as soon as we could
accommodate it in our pages, in the issue of December 10,

As you pointed out at that time, you have never taught Talmud to women. Indeed I
understand that you believe doing so to be Halachically unacceptable,

The text that you were actually teaching at the time and which we captured in our photo, was
the Sefer Hachinuch. And as Yyou noted at the time, you were discussing the sources and

underlying logic of the 613 mitzvot itemized in the book.

You undoubtedly recail we apologized at the time, for any embarrassment that we caused you
due to the error, which you know was innocent on our part,

Wishing you much success in your work on behalf of the Jewish students of Montreal, 1
remain, as ever...

Sincerely yours

wndedla, QO

Mordechai Beg-Dat

(Page 5 |
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By DAVID LAZARUS
T Swaff Reporter

REAL — It you happen to be in the
House and see a group of young
nin animated intellectual discourse.
o join in.
‘i be a welcome addition to what is
souted as the first student program in

} where Jewish young women from
.rvance levels discuss the Talmud in

3

0

wme vibrant but intellectually disci-

& manner as in a yeshiva.
ialled Ashret Yoshvei Baitecha (Happy
e who sit in Your house), the Beit
th L' Banot program began this fall
jihe Hillel House on Stanley Street.
fis is something unique to the city,
ara Miller, a 19-year-old Judaic

oo

student who is one of the program’s

"

el - it's like a light-bulb going off in
it strip.”

ing to Miller and to Shira Fine,

lel's director at Concordia Universi-

ere have been other study programs
@ the iy, but Fine and Misier

atextuald. instead of a lecturing.
style.

What makes it unique is that
the program uses the veshiva
practice of chavrutah, in which
students are paired up, with one
usually a bit more knowledgeable
than the other, to allow for indi-
vidual and even free-wheeling in-
terchange.

In‘that way, participants truly
getinto”
using give-and-take exchanges
with the class leader and with
each other.

One big difference here is that
for the neophyte or even not-at-all Hebrew-
reader, texts are available with English
translation on the facing page.

The classes have included discussion and
study of the 613 mitzvot. the Book of
Judges and Gemarah,

The program began after Miller and a
friend of hess. Tobi Leibman. returned from
periods of yeshiva study in Israel.

Late last winter, Miller and Leibman were
lamenting the fact that Montreal had no real
opportunities for textual study for women.

Leibman mentioned the same thing to
avutiter fniend, Chava Shimon, i sue-

=

gested that Leibman organize classes led by

“

their talmudic texts, g, qving Talmud at the Hillel House wit
‘ine, Tobi Leibman, Sherri Levine, and Luni Ben-Dayan. Not seen is another student (and the

photographer), Ariella Melner.

Program offers Talmud study for women

rabbis and/or teachers.

When Leibman got back.to her, Miller
went to Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz of the
Tifereth Beth David Jerusalem Synagogue,
who loved the idea, and eventually con-
tacted Judaic scholar Norma Joseph, who
has led her own Torah-study classes for
women.

Joseph approached Fine to seek the use
of the Hillel House as a relaxed setting for
the classes, and with a grant from Hillel's
student initiatives committee in Washing-
ton, D.C., the Beit Midrash L'Banot was
horn on Sept. 23.

The program nas nad aoout 13 students
from all denominational backgrounds

Rabbi Davi

= K

Merling are (from left) Sara Miller, Shira

register so far for the four classes per week.
They are led by Hillel’s Rabbi David
Merling (Mondays. 7:30 p.m., and
Tuesdays, 4 p.m.); Joseph (Wednesdays, 4
p.m.); and Rabbi Steinmetz (Thursdays, |
p.m.).

Although the program, which costs $15,
is intended primarily for young women
students, Fine and Miller are encouraging
others to join, such as women who work
downtown but who might want to attend a
class during a break in their day.

More informarion on the Beit Midrash
L'Banor ic availuble by contacting Fins o
g4>-Y1 7, or through her e-mail address, at
(hillel.montreal.qc.ca).
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