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foreword

L DOD THE EXALTED knows
[ greatly feared to write of the matters I wished this work
o contain. . . . But I rely on two precedents: first, in
similar cases our Sages applied the verse, It is time to work
for the Lord: [for] they have made void Thy Torah (Psalms
119:126); secondly, they said. “Let all your deeds be done
for the sake of Heayen” (Aboth 2, 12).

So wrote Judaism’s towering luminary, R. Moshe b.
Maimon (Rambam, Maimonides) toward the end of his
introduction to the Guide for the Perplexed.* 1 can find no
better opening for this volume, for it was these two prece-
dents which I sought to follow, in my own way, in the long,
often lonely struggle which has given rise to this volume.
In moments of doubt and perplexity they gave direction
and encouragement along a difficult path.

1. From the Hebrew translation of R, Judah al-Harizi, Warsaw, 1904,
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THE SANCTITY OF THE SYNAGOGUE

In 1955 T was faced, as a member of my Jewish com-
munity, with a dismaying problem. In the synagogue where
I had worshipped for many years, a majority of laymen
suddenly decided to swerve it from its orthodox ways and
to have men and women sitting together at worship. I knew
[ could not compromise on the religious principle at stake;
only one alternative was left me: to fight this proposed
desecration with whatever means might be at my ﬁiisposal.

Would to Heaven all controversy regarding Torah and
the faith of the Jew could be resolved in a beth din, a
Jewish religious court. We are mindful of Maimonides’
stringent words: “Whoever submits a suit for adjudication
to non-Jewish judges in their courts, even if the judgment
they [subsequently] render is in consonance with Jewish
MWJmnpamnBawmhﬂnmmﬁRﬁas&mghhemﬁk&
blasphemed and rebelled against the Torah of our Teacher
Moses; for it is stated, Now these are the ordinances which
thou shalt set before them (Exodus 21:6)—before them
[the Jewish people] and not before non-Jews, or the un-
lettered” (Mishneh Torah, Hilchoth Sanhedrin 26, 7).

In the present case, as in several others, settlement
by a beth din was, alas, not to be. The majority of Congre-
gation Beth Tefilas Moses that wished to introduice mixed
seating at services, refused to abide by any ruling which
a beth din might render. A small group, the present writer
included. was determined to prevent the sacrilegious
change, and safeguard the purpose to which the edifice had
been originally dedicated. At the very least, we wished
to protect our property rights as members of the congrega-
tion. for were the change to take effect, we would have been
compelled by religious principle to leave the synagogue
permanently and worship elsewhere.

In the source cited above, Maimonides continues: “If

viii



FOREWORD

... a claimant is unable to recover what is due him through
the beth din, he must first summon him [the defendant]
to appear before Jewish judges; if his opponent refuses
to appear, the plaintiff may then obtain permission from
the beth din to recover his claim through the non-Jewish
court.”

Again and again I sought to bring the controversy
before Halachic authorities. The refusal was absolute.
Reluctantly, I received from the following the right to
take the case to the civil courts: the Union of Orthodox
Rabbis (Agudath ha-Rabbanim), Rabbinical Council of
America, Rabbinical Alliance of America ('fggud ha-
Rabbanim), and the Detroit Va‘ad ha-Rabbanim.

The struggle has been long, tedious and costly. But
in it I have learned a great deal, and perhaps grown a
measure. At any rate, when the conflict began, I found it
necessary to gather the background material bearing on
the subject, For the benefit of the courts it was imperative
to assemble authoritative testimony and relevant data from
Jewish and sccular sources. The material was plentiful;
finding it, however, was a most difficult task, and the kindly
and generous help of many groups was needed in this great
undertaking. I have attempted to repay some small
part of my debt of gratitude in the acknowledgments.

Out of the litigation in the courts, out of the array
of expert opinion, historical sources, and contemporary
Halachic decisions gathered to buttress my case, this volume
has grown.

It is my earnest hope that by gathering and presenting
this material in one volume, I may confribute significantly
to the literature on the subject, and offer essential informa-
tion to those who seek its knowledge. Even more has it
been my wish to provide perspective and encouragement
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THE SANCTITY OF THE SYLAGDGUE

for those who hold dear the sanctity of the synagogue—
and especially for those who may be called upon some
day to defend ancestral religious practice against inno-
vation and dissension. It may also serve, 1 earne tly trust,
to give the general reader a depth of understanding in
shaping his attitude to community and synagogue.

But above all else, I have wanted this volume to
make starkly clear how far-reaching are the bre ches and
ravages in our religious community life, and in|our con-
tinuing historical development, when wittingly or unwit-
tingly matters of Halachah are wrested from the hands of
the proper, ordained authorities, and decided by the
ephemeral, evanescent whim of the uninformed and un-
lettered majority. Such action may well be the gateway
to the disappearance of the Jewish identity.

If this volume will help in some measure to restore
loving respect for the Sages of our Torah, I will feel my
efforts amply rewarded. |

As I opened with a quotation, so let me close with one.
Speaking for the eternity of our people’s endurance, the
prophet Zephaniah said with simple certainty, The remnant
of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall
a deceitful tongue be found in their mouths (Zephaniah
3:13). The Hebrew language knows of one tensé, one verb
form, to command and to prophesy. The future tense in
which the Bible commands, also implies the abiding con-
fidence of Zephaniah, that the people of Israel will heed
and will observe. It is with this confidence that I issue this
book: in the trust that it will reach the abiding core, the
spirit of eternal verities, in America’s Jewry, which will
ever listen and respond to God’s truth, as our Sages teach it.

Mount Clemens, 1959 BarucH L1TVvIN
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