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New York Times science review Sec. 4 p. 9
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N.Y. Times 1/29/76, Science in Review, Sec. 4, P. 9

Hormone and Cancer
Possible Danger in Feeds Now Given to Meat Animals

At last week’s symposium on medicated feeds, organized by
U.S. Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare, and F.D.A. Drs.
Granville and F. Knight, W. Coda Martin, (American Academy
of Medicine), Rigoberto Iglasias (Santiago, Chile), and Wm. E.
Smith (N.Y.), sounded a warning against feeding animals with
diethylstilbestrol, a female sex hormone. The hormone is
known to induce cancer under some conditions. It is fed to food
animals to stimulate growth and bring about an increase in
weight.

More than 30,000,000 chickens and half the beef cattle of the
country are now given diethylstilbestrol. What will be the ef-
fect of poultry and beef thus treated on a populace that con-
sumes them as food? There is no evidence that hormone-fed
chickens and cattle have actually induced human cancer, but
Drs. Knight, Martin, Iglasias and Smith contend that the pos-
sibility cannot be dismissed.

Adminstration of female sex hormones on mice, rats and
guinea pigs has induced polyps, fibroids, and tumors. If no es-
trogen can be detected in the tissues of an animal that has been
stimulated to put on more flesh it is not to be concluded that
there is no danger of generating cancer.

Experiments conducted by Dr. Iglasias over 20 years show
that continuing administration of minute doses of estrogen is
more effective in inciting cancer than intermittent injections of
Jarger doses. “The introduction of estrogens into the food sup-
ply presents the problem of exposure of human beings from
birth onward,” is the conclusion reached. The reason is that we
eat meat from childhood to old age. The longer we live the more
Jikely is cancer to be incited, this because cancer is primarily an
affliction of middle and old age.
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