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Eruvin In Large Cities

Inthe year 5667 an eruv was established in Manhattan, approved of by
five leading Torah scholars, in the generation. Reasons for their ruling
was published when this eruv was established. No one has ever refuted
their ruling (2¥*0 10x71 w110 0" Iwe—ARXI101 2190V 190)

They ruled, bodies of water surrounding Manhattan, are like a wall
surrounding it. These bodies of water, there since creation, have never dried
up, and will never dry up, and are reliable walls for Manhattan.

In the year 5660, Rav Malkeal Tanenbaum, of blessed memory, holy
Rabbi of Lomza , F‘oland in a letter written to Rabbonim in Qdessa, Russia,
concerning the eruv there, ruled that bodies of water are like walls. Therefore
he ruled, Odessa, which is on the Back Sea, hasa valid wall on that side,
according to Jewish Law. He further stated: this ruling cannot be disputed.
Because, many Holy sages, from past generations, ruled: bodies of water
are like a wali around a city. Common custom, for many generations, has
been to rely on bodies of water in many large cities.?825%0 2737 n"1e

Ten of the jeading Torah scholars of that generation, ruled in favor of the
eruv in Odessa, and stated in letters written to Rabbonim of Odessa that the
Black Sga is a valid boundary. These letters were puthhed for all to see
and never refuted. (3w 11?0 q90)

Holy Grand Rabbi of Toronto Canada, Rav Graubart, of blessed memory,
author of menumental work on Jewish Law, approved of by leading Torah
scholars, established an eruy there. He stated the bodies of water surroundin g
Toronto were walls surrounding this city. His ruling, published ,and
approved of by feading Torah scholars in his generation, was never refuted.

We see from rulings by holy Torah scholar of past generations that
bodies of waier surrounding a city are like walls. This is not a matter to be
discussed or refuted. Because, it has been common custom. in many large
cities for hundreds of years to rely on this ruling.
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In the year 5739 (25 years ago) Rav Menasha Klein asked Reb Moshe Feinstein, of
blessed memory, if an eruv can be established in Boro Park. He replied: yes, he is not
against it. His ruling was published in a booklet written by Rav Menasha Klein, and
5,000 copies were distributed.

Three years ago, I spoke to Rav Tuvyah Goldstein, of blessed memory, he told me
that he asked Reb Moshe the same question. Reb Moshe replied, he is not against anyone
who wants to follow the ruling of the Shulchan Aurach, and all poskim, and establish an
eruv in Brooklyn..However, he personally wants to follow rulings not accepted by the
Shuichan Aurach. - : A

In a letter written to the rabbonim of Flatbush, concerning the eruv they want to
establish there, printed in Igros Moshe (simon 87 part 4), he gives his permission to
establish an eruv. Even though, he does not want to be in involved in their project, for
reasons stated in his letter, which are against the Shulchan Aurach and all poskim, as
stated openly in this letter. Nevertheless, he gave his permission to establish an eruv.
Because, obviously, he is not against those who follow ruling of the Shulchan Aurach, -
and all poskim.

His letter. printed there (simon 88), orly explains his ruling in greater detail.
However, his permission to establish an eruv in Brooklyn was never retracted. Because,
obviously, he is not against those who follow ruling of Shulchan Aurach and all poskim.

Posters in the street and documents published in newspapers, proclaiming a
prohibition, in his name, are false documents, against what he told prominent rabbonim,
and printed in Igros Moshe. Reb Meshe never signed on these documents, or authorized
their publication. '

No one can stop someone from publicizing false documents. However, one obvious
fact remains valid, what he told prominent rabbonim and printed in Igros Moshe when he
was alive.
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