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May 12, 1986

Open Letter

Re: Vinegar Produced From Sofecia Alcohel

On September 26, 1985, Sofecia, S.A., an importer of a}-
cohal, received the certification of Rabbi Berntrd Levy of
Laboratories for product sold to manufacturers of Kosher
vinegar. We have now become aware that some of thisalcohel,
distilled from grape product. may or may nut be appropriate
for Kosher vinegar.

Reproduced below is Rabbi Leww's certification. Al-
though Sofecis has always stored and sold both fermentation
ethyl alcohol and synthetic ethyl alcohol, Rabbi Levy's certifi-
cation wks in no way limited 15 any particular category.

His primary concern, expressed at a meeting st his hemae
was that our fermentation aleshol was not of grain origin.
Rabbi Levy never expressed concern relative to wine alcohal,

In summary, we regret any problems this has caused the
Jewish community. Sofecia rcted in good faith selling alcohol
which has either synthetic or nen-grain fermented, thus com-
plying with the only requirements ever presented by Rabbi

Lev’ ='§fuuy ubmtted

s
‘Robert”L. Swaw

RLS:rp . . General Managec-Bulk Alcohol

B

*PQ 0K 216, BAOQKLYN. K'Y 31204 + NE-4514428

This ta tg certify thet ve bave sade & Shorough da-
specitec of the Iagredicute end msnuiecturiog facslicies of
SOFEC14 Ethyk Slcatol &n Cestecét, dew Jcresy. ¥e fisd 1t
lc‘ﬁ.e osher fos year souné wse inckuding Padesser.

§F Tashr: 3140
Septembes U, ludd

Y
Fatby Berassd Levy
R Laztizsuth Admiststretos

Thae cestafication ts salfd vatst ‘cpiender 30, 1980 nad 13
sub ek 10 scacwal &l thet taiac.

Affiltste of Commlttas For Tha Furthersnce Of Torah Obssrvance
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S - |SOFECIA | | pxipynany

' » S . S —— .
I : 119 1 ARTIRIRD
e 1 e
. g co September 9, 1985
R o epresber ® T BIP™ DR
. , L L LI ] ’
gzbmggg;;gtgew — . 'WW .1 R 1 R) .
1430 57th Sctreet . _ ' (NIYTPIN
Brooklyn, NY 11219 . ' . J)RD ,“
RE: :KOSHER FOR PASSOVER CERTIFICATION : D ¥
Dear Rabbi* ;'N’V’DNV"
_ "0y
ilﬁ?ié §§e°¥§1§'§3§i§‘p3§nﬁ3‘““ 30, 1985, we wvould 1ike fo © | HNMNPYIN

1 BSofecia's ethyl alcohol 1is synthe:ically made from ethylene VINNRYI O

s . PO YIVPVID
2 The grain alcohol we previously stored was produced by Grain- JITND 1"7’.“’”
Procesaing Corporation “NPON DY FPIINT DN
3 We do not store any o!:her .alcohol that is produced from grain ¥ PTOIPIIIOIT DR KA
nutrients. - YPIUIVN VT T Y 1IN
p : TNN UNNNPYN PO

PN DI INDNIN VUM
MNOTIOND” 1D VONTIND
SUN JPMNT 1D MIYD

Ve hope thit the ‘above snswers will enable you to certify our al- | 19N TIN xnnp

&  The vessels ve sre !:nnaporting the aleohol from Europe to
. Perth Amboy are life- lteam—cleaned before loading.

cohol as soon as pouible . ) Loy 11 WWONNR
AND TINOBN WY DR'D
Please give me a ull ig you have any other questions. . PO AT TNTIOND

TN PN I YAWTIN
Po WA W

TN UYYINUNINDNG @
PN 1IN AMN PIND
JUNNINDYN VIND WTIN
YRANPYNR DYV AVOIN
VINIYI VIOYVIYD

0 PYMILY N

Since ely,

HVDK/ 35 .
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It was discovered through research done by the
OU, Vaad of Baltimore and the Kaf K that an
importer of alcohol under the kashruth certification
of a widely known kashruth laboratory, had in fact
been importing for approximately a six-month period

‘| a nonacceptable wine-derived alcohol. This alcohol

was sold to many companies under various supervi-
sions to be used to ferment into vinegar. The consu-
mer should be aware that, especially within the Met-
ropolitan New York area, many products that contain
vinegar may have been derived from this wine alco-
hol. To date, we know that the following products are
acceptable: all Heinz products, including their

| vinegar and ketchup; Hellmann’s Mayonnaise, Indian

Summer Vinegar, Doxee Mayonnaise, Admiration’s
Salad Dressing, Doxee Salad Dressing, Conway
Salad Dressing, Pfeiffer Salad Dressing, Vita herring,
Novie Fish, Feature Foods, Springfieldd Smoked Fish,
Lyon Foods, Tnuva Products.

It will take some time for the various kashruth
agencies to research each product that uses vinegar.
In the interim, people should suspend using all
vinegar products which are not yet on an approved
list until their Halachic status is properly evaluated.

Vaad of Baltimore Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations of America

Kaf K Kosher Supervision
Services

‘_
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