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COMMERCIADN
ARTIST

Advertising, Brochures, Color

Separation,

Letterheads

Lo-

gos, Posters Package Deslgn

Record Covers

English

Monograms,
Mitzvah
Rates,
Service.
SHOLOM GREENZWEIG

438-6599/549-4|28

Lettermg,

Wedding & Bar
Invitations,
High Quality, Quick

Hebrew &
“Scrolls,

Low
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USDA|
@ UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE
Poultry Division

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20250

June 10, 1975

Rabbi S. Lichtenstein

Brooklyn, New York 11228
Dear Rabbi Lichtenstein:

Thank you for your letter submitting copies of two labels from Papetti's
Hygrade Egg Products, Flizabeth, New Jersey, and a copy of Chapter 5 from
the ) Handbook. One of the labels contains the @"identificat‘ion. The other
label ic not identified with the @/mark and shows the product contains fowl
ova.

Egg prodivcts (liquid, frozen, or dried) are processed under continuous USDA
pervision. When egg products are identified with a label contaiaing the
identification, our inspector is responsible for making sure the product

was produced from shell eggs that do not concain blood.

Papetti's process a small amount of fowl ova under USDA supervision and label
it accordingly. This is a separate operation. Although the plant processes
both types of products, we are satisfied that the@product packed is
produced from shell eggs which do not contain blood.

We hope this clavifies this watter.
Sincerely,

G. R. Andersou, National Supervisor
Egg Products lnspection, Gradiug Branch

-Eb—liORS:‘ - The burden of kashrus is based upon
U.S.D.A. inspection and government regulations.
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215 647.3300
Cable: AFCO FRAZER PA

€8STABLISHED 183583

SPRING MILL DRIVE
FRAZER, PA. 19355

December 30, 1975
In answer to your letter of 12/23/75 we do not have a
product for oil coating of eggs. “econdly, if we did
manufacture such a product it would not contain animal
products. The majority of products for oil coating
6f eggs are made from mineral oils.
I hore this information will answer all your qu«stions.

Very truly yours,

AL%X C. FERGU3SON CO.

anet Rissell
Order Department

CLEANING COMPOUNDS and LUBRICANTS

Specialized Equipment
for the
Egg and Poultry
Industry

CORPORATION
Kuhl Road.

Flemington, N.J. US.A.

Phone (201) 782-5696

January 13, 1976

In reply to your letter just received regarding our 0il
coating for eggs.

This is a basic mineral oil and will not effect the
quality of the eggs in any way.

1f we can be of any further help, please contact us.
Very truly yours,

KUHL CORPORATION
c.w/%l%
*\fm%xuhl
Genera%, Manager

PRK:1d1
— 29 —




grocers and Bakers and Butchers to
sell only strictly kosher ifems?

“But I have to make a living™ is
no excuse for fooling fellow Jewish
men and women into transgressing
the important laws of Kashrus, no ex-
cuse for placing a stumbling block
before the blind.

Psychologically, the average indi-
vidual entering a food store in a re-
ligious Jewish community where the
store owner appears very frum—
and where the stock boys are shout-
ing in Yiddish or Hebrew, and where
other shoppers are in shtramels, ka-
pottehs, beards and payis, or carry-
ing S’arim, or” with their Tzizis
hanging ont of their shirts—will be
encouraged subliminally 10 belisve
that this storz is A-1, OK, Glaut
Kosher,

Deceit in Kashrus is happening
every minute. But shop owners are
not the only indigestion is this food
situation. Custumers are another.
People are buying wiat they assume
is kosher. for reasors that are inex-
cusable on their part, although more
inexcusable on the part of those that
scl! it to them.

So many of us take the Kashrus
of what we eat for granted, cither be-
cause we ate the same thing eleven
years ago in the yeshiva canieen or
all our lives for breakfast. What we
fail to realize because of the lack of
publicity on the subject, iz that as
times change so do ingredicnts. The
labels are the same, the box designs
arc the same, the flavors arc the
same, the tastes are the same. But
the ingredients have changed. Som.e-
imes very subtly. But they've
changed.

Kelloggs. for instance, now uses
vegetable oil in some of their coreals.
And vegetable 0il is-no longer only
vegetable oil but now, in many cases,
includes 2 touch of animal fat here
and there. By lav, the ingredient
listing docs rot have to include any
substance cf which 39 or lcss is
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used. And three percent is not Batel
B'Shishim.

Soda. and pariicularly fruit-fla-
vored beverages, must be checked
into because of the artificial fruit
flavor ingredients which often include
animal elements. Some non-dairy
creams used for coffee have been
found to contain a smali amount of
milk in their ingredients. Many can-
dies, chocolate bars and cakes that
used to be eaten by all, and still are
by some. are no longer kosher be-
cause of ingredient changes. Bonomo
candies arc anlong them. So arc
Mound bars. So are Drakes Cakes.
Sc are so mitny others which the in-
dividual should check into before
biting into. One way of checking is
to consult the latest Directories on
kosher products,

Some meat stores sell Glatt and
non-Glait meats and fail to label
them appropriately. They must be
checked. Restaurants tnust also be
checked. Dairy restaurants are an ex-
ample. Frum people eat there daily
and nightly on a traditional assunip-
tion, of unknown origins, that they
are kosher, Maybe they were in the
past, But one popular one in the
Rockefeller Center District has no
known Hechsher,

Some kosher bakeries sell bagels
from non-Shomer Stiabbos pro-
ducers and mix them with their reg-
ular bagels. One young lady found
that out aficr inquiring at a Boro
Park bakery out of curiosity. We
should all have that curiosity. And
irquiry, thercfore, has become a
Must.

So many dctails are involved in
buying kosher products that living in
New York Ciry, the heart of world
orthodox Jewry. isn't so ideal any-
more. Just like the caution one has
te: excreise in Isracl these days be-
cause of the many products that bear
unrelinble Hechsharim and the stores
that sell fruits fron: fields that were-

n't dealt with appropriately during
the Shmita year.

So many details. So many things
to check into. Does your bakery burn
or give away the portion of their
baked goods that should be desig-
nated for Challeh? Does your
butcher soak the meats after slaugh.
ter or is it just hosed down?

We've got to be careful. Even in
America. Even in New York City.
Even in Boro Park and other ortho-
dox communities. And the right arms
of our communitics have got to help.
Religious orgunizations, Yeshivos,
Rabbinical authoritics and Jewish
publications must take the responsi-
bility of providing for a more in-
formed public and of providing up-
dated facts on what is kosher and
what is not.

Jewish newspapers, for example,
should recognize the seriousness of
the problem and cuase publication
of advertisements that promote non-
kosher products or restaurants. It
may mean a loss of clientele, a loss
of money, but “Reckon the loss of a
Mitzvah against its reward and the
bencfit gained from a sin against the
loss it brings (Pirkei Ovos, 2:1).”

We need Rabbinical leadership
and astion in combatting this prob-
lem. It is a problem that shares roots
with so many other problems we are
cenfronted with today. Problems
such as alienated youth who turn to
missionary movenients or other ali-
cnated igdividuals wlio turn to con-
servalism, reconstructionistn, or
athcism. These .are problems that
can not be successfully attacked with
counter-youth movements and the
promotion of Jewish culture, song,
and dance. Such tactics treat the
symptoms but not the underlying
causes.

The more we take Kashrus for
granted. the less we grow spiritually
and the less antibodies arc developed
in_our Neshamas, our Heurts, to
combat our other problems.

Indecd—one of the ways' to a
Jew's heart, is through his stomach.
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A Way to a Jew’s Heart:
Through His Stomach

By GERSIION WINKLER

reprinted from the Jewlsh Homemaker

A young mother réccn!ly went in-
to a “presumubly kosher” grocery
store in Boro Park. “Presumably ko-
suer’” because the grocer had a beard,
an economy-size yarmulke, added
figures out loud in Yiddish, and was
constanity heard saying “Baruch Ha-
shem”, “Im Yirtee Hashem™ and
"B'Ezrus Hashein ™ The woman
walked down she aisle featuring baby
foud, grabbed a jar of Banana and
keaded for the cash register. Out of
habit, she glanced at the label. The
@ she had expected to see was not
there.

She scturned to the shelf, puzzled,
because in the past she had always
found those baby food jars to carry
the @ on their labels. She then took
another jar off the sheif. ‘The second
jar did bave the @ on its label. After
sorting thsough the maze of jars, she
found that some had thc endorse-
ment and oihers didn’t.

The young lady approached the
grocer and the following dialogue
ensued:

*'Sir, did you know that you’ve got
a mixture of baby food jars, some
with the @ and some without?”

“Oh? But { ordcred only ones
with the @, They maust have sent me
the wrong order.” He replied.

“Well, don’t you think they should
be separated so people won't take

the non-endorsed jars by mistake?”

“But I didn’t mix them up on the
same shelf. the boy who unpacks
shipments did.”

“So could you separate them, now
that you know about it?”

“I'm sorry, I don’t have the time
for that, lady.”

“Do you mind, then, if I separate
them? she asked.

*“Sure, go ahcad.”

Before Pcsach, another young
mother, also addicted to Kashrus,
entered a similar-type store in Boro
Park where she found that Kosher
for Passover products had been sep-
arated from Chametz products. So
the signs and the whitc shelt paper
indicated. Browsing along the Pass-
over product shelves, she found
Kosher for Passover potato pancake
mix and Chametz potato pancake
mix stacked side by side, undistin-
guishablc from each other except for
the Passover endorsements on some.
She immediately informed the grocer
and asked him to please have the
Chametz moved away from the
shelves designated for Kosher for
Passover products, lest a customer
buy the Chametz package for usc
on Passover.

He refuscd.

1—not a young lady, and definite-
Iy not a mother—once went into a

Boro Park Kosher-looking-Grocery-
Store-Run-by-A-Gaon-looking-Gro-
cer to buy a bottle of pancake syrup.
I had never before bought pancake
syrup and didn't know which brand
was kosher. So I picked up a bottle
at random, since none had any
Heciisher, and headed for the coun-
ter to inquire if it was kosher or not.

As I opened my mouth to ask, the
grocer rang me up for $1.39 and
pulled out a brown paper bag.

“Fxcusc me, does this syrup have
a Hechsher?” 1 asked quickly.

“No.”

“Well, then, do you know if it’s
kosher?”

"I don't think it is.”

Why did he sell it to me?

There I was, standing underncath
a Yarmulke, with T'fillin marks all
over my arm, and he was going to
sell me something that he knew
wasn't kosher. And why is it that the
two other grocers in the previous in-
stances didn’t respond to the respon-
sibility of keeping others from mis-
taking non-endorscd foods for en-
dorsed - non-Kosher-for-Passover
foods for Kosher-for-Passover?

A bigger questicn. In a commun-
ity such as Boro Park, where the ma-
jority of shoppars are Jewish, is it
not the responsibility of these frum
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gan washing the animals’ necks with a gar-
den hose. This incensed federal meat inspec-
tors, who claimed the spraying would con-
taminate the carcasses. The rabbis retused
to work, and the plant shut down for several
hours.” They eventually were perguaded to
resume slaughtering, but about half the ani-

mals had to be pronounced t'refah. The rab-:
bis appealed their case to an Orthodox Jew-
ish organization in New York, and Sen. Ja-,
cob Javits was eventually called.in on the'

matter. After consultation with Agricult
Department officials, he wrote to the rabb
assuring them that the government
objection whatever to ceremonial washing of
the necks of the animals before
ter. ... "

The rabbis’ aloofness seems to contribute

(N

to the friction. “They have their own dress-'

ing rooms and don't mix with us,”’ one pro-
duction worker grumbles.
they’re better than the rest of us.”

Rabbi Savitsky says such feelings may
stem from the fact that the rabbis ‘‘have
much higher standards'’ than other produc-
tion workers. “We'\i‘g not just meatcutters,
we're highly professional people,” he says. |

Jesse Prosten, who heads the packing;
house division of- the Amalgamated Meat'
Cutters & Butcher Workmen of North Amer-'
ica, concurs. ““They work under their own,
rules and set their own standards,” he says.’
“No one can tell them how to kosher an|
animal."”

Apparently, however, some packing com-|
panies have tried. The rabbis say that cer-
tain companies have pressure em to pro-
nounce animals kosher even. though theyf
may be Crefah. "Bul we Wouldn't %olerafe
that here,”” Rabbi Savitsky says.

S,
"has no'

slaugh-

"“They think |
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City, where a lot of it is sold, Rabbi Shep-
pard Baum, chief supervisor of the state Ko-
sher Law Enforcement Bureau, says there
is "‘an increased incidence’ of producers,
Wholesalers and distributors putting kosher
tags on nonkosher meat. ‘‘With a margin of
10 to 15 cents a pound at retail, if you can
peddle nonkosher meat as kosher, you've
got it made,”” Rabbi. Baum says.

Kosher cuts do indeed command higher
prices. At Miller's Kosher Meat Market on
Chicago's North Side, for example, a pound
of ground beef that sells for 89 cents at a
nearby supermarketfetches $1.50. Similarly,
kosher chlick steak sells for $1.73 and calves
liver for $3.25, compared to $1.20 and $1.79
for nonkosher cuts.

Sam Miller, one of the owners, explains
that one reason the meat is so expensive is
that he and his brotner, Meyer, have to
spend long hours trimming the fat from the
meat. “‘Jewish people insist that their meat
be 100% lean. They won't even look at the
Mmeat if it has any fat,” he says. There’s also
the labor cost involved in soaking. and salt-
ing the meat to remove most of the blood,
which Orthodox Jews are forbidden to eat.

Most of his customers seem satistied.
Scanning the“meat.counter, Evé Feldman,
an Orthodox Jew, declares: “Even if I
could, I'd never buy anything else but ko-
sher. This meat is so lean and beautitul, you
could eat it raw."”

Not everyone, however, is sold on the
product. Bunny Eisenberg, who buys kosher
meat because her husband is Orthodox, says
she thinks it is dry and tasteless. ‘I have to
use so much garlic that I'm afraid to go’
near anyone for hours after eating,” she

says.

—————

Not All Strictly Kosher
This isn’t to say that all meat bearing a
kosher label is really. kosher. In New York

EDITORS: This educational letter is being reprinted to give
the readers an over-all glimpse on shechita, as seen through
the eyes of a mere news feporter. We would like to point out
some facts mentioned, that are worth considering.

1) Four million cattle slaughtered annually through one
hundred shoctim.

2)Demand of kosher meat is growing; number of shoctim are
declining. ¢mystery 1o be solved)

3) Companies pressure the shactim to pronounce animals as
kosher even though they are trefah. (Do you think that such
pressure can be withstood? Do people sacrifice their job and
livelihood so easily? Wouldn't they rather look for some
means of intricate "Hefsad Meruba™ heterim?)

4) Rate of slaughter, at one plant, is 1,500 cattle, daily.
(Given that they slaughter eight hours a day, which is rately
being done, the rate per hour is 187.5 animals.}

Bear in mind, that if a plant has eight shoctim only four shect
at any given hour. A shochet usually shect an hour and rests
an hour on a rotating basis.
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In keeping with its holy nature, sh’chitah
can be performed only by a learned, pious
Jew Wwho has passed a rigid examination at-
testing to his knowledge of the laws and his
facility in -executing them. Shochtim are
usually trained in packing houses by a rabbi
skilled in tne profess.un. It normally takes
about two years to qualify.

Only certain species of animals can be
ritually slaughtered for kosher meat. Mam-
mals that ruminate (chew cud) and have
cloven hooves, such as cattle, shéep, goats
and deer are permitted. Hogs are forbidden
because they don't ruminate. Most domestic
species of fowl are permitted. Only fish with
easily removable scales and fins are consid-
ered kosher. Shellfish are thus forbidden, as
are scavengers, such as shark.

Any animal that is maimed, crippled or
otherwise blemished is considered ritually
unift, or t’refah. Similarly, any animal that
dies of natural causes such as disease or old
age is forbidden.

Strict Rules for Slaughter

The method of slaughter is also pre-
scribed by tradition. ‘The knife must be
twice as long as the width of the animal's
throat and sharper and smoother than a sur-
gical knife. The schochet must sever the
major portions of the animal's trachea and
esophagus, without grazing its spine. Also,
the knife must: be drawn gently across the
throat without hesitation or pressure. Even
a fraction of a second's delay makes the
killing invalid.

Before and after each kill, the shochet
must check the condition of the blade and,
when necessary, sharpen it on a fine,
smooth stone. He also is required to view
the incision to make certain that the organs
have been cut sufficiently. If the blade is

nicked, or if any hair clings to it, the animal
is ruled ritually unfit.

After. the carcasses are removed from
the slaughtering ramp, the lungs are cut
open and checked for abnormalities. Later,
the lungs are removed and examined for
discolored areas and other symptoms of dis-.
ease.

If the lungs show no symptoms, the

shochet assumes that the animal is healthy.
and pronounces the meat fit to eat. It “he!
suspects some disorder but can't spot it, he
blows air into the lungs. It the lungs hold
air, the animal is kosher; if they don't, it's
t'refah.

U.S. government meat inspectors rou-
tinely- examine all of a slaughtered animal’s

| workers don’t_do things the way

organs for disease. But government inspec-
tors condemn only "afflicted organs, rather
than the entire carcass.

After inspection, - the carcasses are
marked by a mashgiach, or tagger, whose
only qualifications are that he be an Ortho-
dox Jew and a ‘‘trustworthy” person. Ko-
sher carcasses are marked in Hebrew with
a tag bearing the name of the supervising
rabbi and the date of slaughter. T'refah car-
casses are usually marked with a. cross in-
side a circle and are. shipped to conventional
meat outlets.

Recruiting Problems

Each day, the shochtim slaughter about
1,500 cattle, at Spencer Foods' plant here.
The company hopes to increase its capacity
by 30% within a year, depending in part on
its ability to hire more shochtim.

“It’s very, very hard to get people to
work here,”” says Rabbi Savitsky, who re-
cruited e eight shochtim and six mashgi-
chim empicyed at the plant from such dis|
tant cities as New York, Baltimore and Los
‘Angeles. "'It's a hard, lonely life.”

With no synagogue or Hebrew school in
Spencer, most of the rabbis have to leave
their families behind when they come to
work hére. During the week they live alone
in hotels or apartments, flying home when
they can on Friday afternoons for the Sab-
bath, which takes place between sundown
Friday and sundown Saturday.

To help compensate for the hardship,
shochtim are paid a ‘minimum of $27,000 a
year and mashgichim. about §18,000. The
company also flies the rabbis to and from
major airports, pays their Jong-distance
telephone bills and does ‘‘whatever else we
can to make them happy,’” says Jim
Kuecker, vice president in charge of Spen-
cer's kosher slaughtering operations.

Still, disputes often arise. mostlv because
the rabbis insist on following the law to
the letter, while management is more -inter-
ested in producing as much meat as it can.

"'We try to_develop a team philosophy
and an esprit de corps,”’ Mr. Kuecker says,
“‘but their goals and philosophies are differ-
ent than ours.' Also, he says, ‘'if the other

 do ' the rabbis
want, they get upset. Then one thing leads to
another and all of a sudden we've got a fight

l on our hands.”

One such dispute arose last winter, a

‘tlme when many of the animals come to the

slaughterhouse crusted with mud. The rab-
bis contended that the mud impaired their
cuts, making the meat ritually unfit, and be-
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Strictly Kosher
Slaughtering Ritual
That’s Centuries Old
Is Kept Alive by Jews
For the Few Rabbis Left

Willing to Do the Work,
It’s a ‘Hard, Lonely Life’

Dispute Over Muddy Necks|

By GEORGE GETSCHOW
Staff Reporter of THE WaLL STREET JOURNAL

SPENCER, Iowa—Atop a blood-covered
ramp surrounded by bellowing cattle, Rabbi
Abraham Kraiser bows slightly and intones
a prayer: “Boruch atph Hashem, Elokenu
Melech haolam, asher kid’shanu b’ mitzvotav,
v'tzivanu al hashechitah.” ('‘Blessed art
Thou, O Lord our Ged, King of the Universe,
who has commanded us in koshering.")

Slowly, the bearded rabbi runs the blade
of his 16-inch, razor-sharp knife across his
tingertips, feeling for faults that might im-
pair his cut. Then, with a single, swift
sweep, he slashes. the animal’s throat, caus-
ing an outpouring of blood and, moments

- later, death.

In so doing, Rabbi Kraiser reenacts a rit-
ual dating back some 3,000 years to the time
when the Jews offered b’sar kodshim, or holy
meat, as sagritice at the Tabernacle in Jeru-
salem. Sh'chilah, or kosher slaughter, is
governed. by strict laws that, according to
tradition,'were dictated by God to Moses in
the Sinai Desert. The laws regulate the
kinds of animals that can be killed, the
method of slaughter  and other conditions
that make the meat kosher, or ritually fit
for Jews to eat.

A half-century ago, before the advent of
modern refrigeration and rapid transporta-
tion, every Orthodox Jewish community had
a shochet, or ritual slaughterer. Usually he
was paid by the synagogue and served in
various capacities as rabbi, cantor or
schoolteacher.

Only ‘a Hundred Remain
- Today, however, there are only about 100
practicing shochtim remaining in the U.S,.
Instead of working for the town synagogue,‘
they're employed by giant ‘'meat-packing|
companies like Spencer Foods Inc. here,
which operates the world’s largest kosher
slaughterhouse. Together, these plants rit-
ually “slaughter about four million sheep,
goats and calves annually, or about 8%, of
the total U.S. slaughter of these animals.
The U.S. market for kosher meat, tradi-
tionally limited to the estimated two million
Jews who keep kosher and a few thousand
Moslems who buy it because it's slaughtered
in a manner similar to that prescribed by
Isiamic law, has grown more than 30% in
‘}the last five years, trade sources say. Even
lthouAgh it’s considerably niore expensive,
many non-Jews now buy kosher meat be-
Icause they consider it to be of superior_qual-

\ity. While only a few years ago it usually
‘could be found only at small kosher butcher
'shops, today it’'s a common commodity at
|most big-city supermarkets.

As demand for kosher meat has grown
however, the number of shochm Ras con-

tinued to decline, making it difficult for
'some meat-packing companies to get into
the businers and preventing others from ex-
panding.

“'Our main problem is personnel,” says
Rabbi Jacob Savitsky, who along with his
| father, Mordecali, oversees the ritual slaugh-
f ter operations at Spencer Foods and several
other packing plants in the Midwest. ‘We’d
like to hire at least tive or six more men,
but they simply aren't available,” he says.

“A Dirty, Difficult Job’

One of the difficulties in hiring shochtim
is that few Orthodox Jews are willing to
work in places like Spencer, Iowa (pop. 10,-
278), where there is no Orthodox Jewish
community to serve their religious and so-
cial needs. Another problem is the nature of
the work itself.

"‘*This is a dirty, difficult job,” asserts
Rabbi Jacob Marks, a 37-year-old shochet at
the Dubuque Packing Co. in Dubuque, Iowa.
*“I don’t blame people for not wanting to do
it

Nonethetess, most ‘rabbis consider
sh’chitah a uniquely holy profession. *“The
flame of animal life partakes of the sacred,
and may be extinguished only by the sanc-
tion of religion,’’ declares Rabbi Savitsky.
*“Our work is, as every Jew who follows the
tradition senses, a significantly religious

act.”’
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Due to the numerous letters we received about this
product, we would like to set the record straight.

This food is being cooked in fleishige utensils without
being kashered in—between. It is being served in hotels,
yeshivas, camps, instituion, etc. as a parve food. Reason
being, it is a vegetable and the label bearing the kashrus
symbol clearly indicated “‘meatless”’. The consumer does not
know (how should he?) that it is being cooked in fleishige
utensils.

The OU office notifies callers not to heed our warnings
(Madrich no. 14). They claim that it has been parve for the
last three years. this answer has been given as recently as
Taanis Esther, March 3. After the OU office was made aware
that Bernan Co. themself notify all callers that this chow
mein vegetable is cooked in meat utensils. (Bernan was called
right after information was received from the OU that it is
parve, on March 3.) They claimed that the parve policy will
go into effect on the following Monday after Purim.

The QU Kosher Products Directory lists the above
products under the “meat”’ heading.

This is a classical example of OU shortcomings:
1) False information to callers.
2)Misleads the public about the kashrus status of their
products.
3) Contradicts their own directory.
4) Contradicts the actual facts as verified by the plant.
5) Has not noticed that the food label created a problem.
6) Has neglected to rectify the labeling problem, even after
they were notified about it. (we have notified them
numerous times last year).

DEAR READERS: In response to all the letters referring to
our Yiddish article (Madrich no.14) about the OU. Please be
patient. We hope to establish the authenticity of all those
additional facts (lack of proper supervision at the OU plants).
Brought to our attention by our readers.

If the facts are well based, we will publicize it in the Madrich.
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It is my opinion that for all of us who follow strict
adherance to traditional orthodoxy, endorsements rendered
by this agencey are unacceptable in areas that require a
reliable hashgocho. I am presenting an opinion well
grounded in fact, for which I am willing to accept all
responsibility. [ am not assering any product or firm, as
mentioned above.

We are witnessing in thes times a most tragic occurence.
Fifteen (15) and sixteen (16) year old prodigies, who hold
great promise of becoming the Gedolei Torah of the future
vanish from the scene by the time they are (20) twenty.

There is no doubt in my mind that the accumulation of
the countless minute bits of Issur which have been
"Kashered”” by complicated and dubious “‘Heterim” of a

rabbi is at the root of this large scale demise.

I beg all parents to employ strict coherence to the
principles of Kashrus, and refrain from the use of all
products which have a Chashash Issur.

Moshe Stern
Rav of Debrecin

(For complete Hebrew text see Madrich no.9.)

Marketing observer

Turning cheese into wine that is both
inexpensive and palatable is the objec-
tive of a study now being conducted by
Foremost Foods Co., a division of Fore-
most-McKesson Inc. The San Fran-
cisco-based company has received a
$113458 grant from the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency to delve into the
idea that has been tested at Oregon
State University. The wine would come
from whey, the fluid byproduct of

cheesemaking. Foremost also thinks
that whey can be used to make beer
and liquor. Although 17 billion lb. of
whey are converted into food and phar-
maceutical products annually, an addi-
tional 13 billion 1b..go down the drain
and cause disposal problems, which
concerns the EPA. U. S. Representative
Fortney Stark (D-Calif.), is concerned
too, tabbing the research effort “indul-
gence in a ridiculous project.”
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EDITORS: We are herewith printing a translation of a letter
written by The Debreciner Rav Shlita, original hebrew text
was printed in the summer '75 (Madrich no.9)
Some Thoughts On Several Topics
by
Harav Moshe Stern Shli’ta
Rav of Debrecin
(Free Translation)

It has come to my attention that rumors have been
circulating about, stating that I supposedly have prohibited
the use of certain products. I wish to categorically deny this
charge. I have never prohibited any product of any firm.
Neither is it true that the Vaad Hakashrus prohibited any
product. I would like to explain both the function of the
Vaad as well as my own personal function.

Our role is that of factification. The vaad inspects, .
inquires, probes, investigates, reports as witnesses, but will
never render a psak. It is up to the consumer to draw
conclusions. If he is incompetent to decide for himself, he
should consult a competent Moreh Horoeh.

One of our roles as factfinder, is to investigate the
work of the endorsement agencies as well. Please bear in
mind that what follows constitutes personal beliefs drawn
from personal experiences, and is not intended as a psak.

It is time that the public be made aware about the nature
of the kashrus supervision of the Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations, identified by the symbol OU.

In general they are represented by the local Rabbi. Many
cannot be relied upon even as far as the veracity of basic
facts, let alone the prerequisite 1nnanS nn11p KA required of
any Moreh Horoeh. Any knowledgeable Jew who possesses
some Yiras Shomayim will not be satisfied with Mashgichim
who rely indiscriminately on intricate Halachic Heterim. How
many of us are willing to use those principles on a regular
basis in our own kitchen.

PP, 33 —_—
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If they would listen to us and agree to our committees and
sub-committees, then we have made a point there. If we do not
succeed in all probability, we will have no alternative, but to
follow your suggestion.

RABBI GORDON: With due respect for this organization
it is a tremendous undertaking and we do hope that we will
succeed, but we cannot succeed without your help.

If we succeed we hope that we will have Kashruth in
America for the first time; we are not a Kashruth organization.
We have no intentions of going into any supervising of
Kashruth. 1 have said on numerous occasions that anybody
who does should have his head examined.

This is a very serious matter. We are going to try to be a
watch-dog over Kashruth and that is the only function of the -

organization and your help is desired. A motion has been made
here.
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a matter of record for the public. Everything that will be said at
further meetings will be made a matter of public record to the
public and it will be done. . . .

MR.BOOKSON: ... As a matter of fact we are
forgetting that there are many articles, many food articles that
are being sold without the Hashgocah and Orthodox people
and many millions of Jews have accepted it that is no questions
about the Kashruth.

I give you one instance right now. There is no doubt that
different juices, like orange juice or apple juice or different
other juices are being used in millions of Jewish homes and the
companies . . . [ am not mentioning any names right now, but a
number of companies have decided that they found an extract
of cheese that is very helpful to the preservation of juice. There
is no doubt about it that with this extract with which it will be
known in the future and tested as an enriched juice will be
Milchig in that juice.

So these things that we Jews don’t know about have no
Hachshar, but we took for granted that they are O.K., even in
the case of the matters where there is fraud with a feeling that
we have in Kashruth Law in back of us. I think we come the
various organizations that are giving Hechsharim and we tell
them off. Either you look into this matter or we make use of the
power of the Law.

I think that would help usquite a bit.

MR. KLEIN: I would like to suggest that drastic action be
taken for the refusal of any Kosher Organizations that refuse
to meet and discuss with this organization anything in regard
to suggestions or conditions that we have.

THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Rabbi Soloff, but I
would like to say in comment to what you have just said that it
was probably the intention of everybody here to follow the
suggestion that you made, but before we are going to approve
those organizations trying to monopolize Kashruth in the
United States to sit at the table with us and to cease operating in
the manner and in the fact that they are doinag.

— 40 —



mawad Pam

A VOICE: My name is Yosef Tannenbaum.

I seek to have the names of Rabbis and Mashgehim all
Kosher products to be made public upon request. The people
should know who is giving the exact Hashgocha.

THE CHAIRMAN: Did everybody hear? Will you repeat
it a little louder, please, Rabbi?

RABBI TANNENBAUM: I seek to propose the resolution
that the names of Rabbis and Mashgichim in Kosher procucts
should be made public upon request on all products that are
labeled whether institutionally labeled Kosher or individually
labeled Kosher.

The Rabbi who actively gives the Hashgocha, should be
made public so the people could judge by it.

MR. REICHMAN: I would like to make an ammendment
to the resolution that when the Rabbi’s names are mentioned or
are printed, they should state whether that Rabbi is Orthodox,
Conservative or Reformed.

RABBI A. WOLE: Point of order. The resolution is
therefore carried and adopted unanimously . . .

MRS. WEINREB: Upon request . . . excuse me, the names
of all the Rabbis who are giving the Kashruth
endorsements . . . whether it's the OU, K or have the name of
the Rabbii put on . ..

THE CHAIRMAN: We will refrain from mentioning

names here and publicize situations here.

We intend to meet with the people who we have referred
to so far ... We are going to ask the people to sit down and
speak to us in a respectable manner and try and correct the
situation that exists at the present time. Let’s get that done and
if we want to move from there, fine. If the organization or the
Rabbis will give Hashgocah in the United States, will do so in
the manner which is not acceptable to Orthodox Jewry. Itis my
intention and the intention I hope of all of you to publicize this
situation . . . everything that was said here tonight will be made

— 41 —
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He ws asked, "If someone opens a can of beans with a
Kosher symbol on it and finds pieces of pork inside, is this
excusable?”’

He replied, "Well, let me ask you, when it happens, is it
excusable? Well, what can you do?”

To which he was told, " You could take precautions ahead
of time.” '

He was told, “'There are certain parts of America where
they use conservative Rabbis where they cannot find an
Orthodox Rabbi, and therefore, they settle for this.”

He replied, *‘Yes, that I know; that I know.”
“But you wouldn’t trust such a Rabbi?”* he was asked.

He answered, “Well, I don’t know if I wouldn’t; I don’t
know if I wouldn’t.”

To which he was asked, “You wouldn’t daven in their
Shul?”

“I'wouldn’t daven in their Shul,” he said, “‘but if it came
to not trusting which means they have violated certain laws,
then I admit that I do not know of the person whom I would
trust. Because having sat where I sat and having mixed with the
people I mixed with “Beruma Shell Alom” and I have seen the
violations that occurred at that level if I'm going to say that if a
man sins grieviously that I can’t rely on his Kashruth, I
wouldn’t eat from anybody."”

My friends, by this man’s admission, that there is scandal,
that there is a scandal . . . that there are things wrong in his
organization, and he does not know of a person he can trust . . .
only shows how necessary the work of this organization is
going to be and of the responsibility it has. ,

At this time, ladies and gentlemen, I would like to open
the floor to anybody that is here who may care to make any
resolutions for this newly formed organization, and we will
have resolutions first and suggestions thereafter. And if there
are any people who care to make a resolution, they may raise
their hand so that they may do so . ..
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Referring to himself, he said that he got $25.00 plus
traveling expenses and that he had to write of the time he spent
there and get the signature of the manager who often is a
non__Jew and he stated. . . "'In other words, this gentile gives
a Hashgucha that the Rabbi was there.”

This Rabbi said the oranization was advised and accused
that some Rabbis did not even visit the plants and got paid.

And he agreed to attend a meeting before us and that he
would tell the truth that he was not scared and not afraid to do
so. ...

A former President of this same organization who is a
prominent figure in Jewry, stated:

“The chairman of our Kashruth Committee is committed
to keep the Kashruth program on an even keel as possible,
which means that whenever any vacuums develop or whenever
something goes wrong, it is his responsibility to address the
Rabbis to assure that the loopholes will be covered. Now, very
often when Rabbis are shown loopholes, they insist the
loopholes aren’t there or the Rabbis insist that the laymen do
not have a good enough understanding of what is required, or
they insist they were not seeing the right thing. You know that
there are different points of view from time to time between the
Rabbis and the laymen.

The success of this organization has been that there has
been a layman group which insisted even though they agreed
that they didn’t know as much as the Rabbis, and they insist
that they didn’t understand as much as the Rabbis, but they
insisted on certain standards, and as a result, the Kashruth of
our organization was able to maintain itself on a par, with less
scandal, and with less things going wrong. | won't say it was
without scandal and without things going wrong, but with less
than it would have been if it were only Rabbis.

Now as soon as you approach the chairman and he
becomes aware of information that he can work on he can then
go to work, because it will be the 4325th time he’sdone it. . . ."
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I ask those of you that are here, are you all a Nega
Bedovar? Possibly, yes, we are to the extent of wanting a
Kosher Product — the truth; and not fraud.

A member of this same organization who is a Rabbi stated
— and I shall refrain from using the names of the officers,
officials, executives and companies that he referred to for the
first time, although it is a matter of record, he said in substance,
”“I am a member of the Kashruth Committee, but there is a lot
of misgivings.

When | spoke to the Rabbinical administrator who
received my charges some time ago about two Rabbis who are
being used in connection with their Hoshgucha, and who are in
cohort with racketeers, I was told by this administ-ator tha* he
wished he had the authority to fire some of the men, but could
not do so.”

He continued to say that, ” The power of the organization
are two Rabbis and named them and that the opportunity to
become a member of the Kashruth Commission was a political

77

one.

He said, ""There was something fishy regarding the
organization he was a member of, and that he visited plants for
this organization and objected to the organization’s use of men
who cooperate with gangsters. That the Rabbis working for his
organization are supposed to sign papers regarding their duties
and they sign falsified papers,” and went on to give the names
of those involved.

He said that he wrote about this to the Rabbinical
adminintrator saying that a man goes in for a minute and signs
a falsified report, and the administrator replied telling him that
he was helpless to do anything about it.

He continued to state that a non__Jew who had to sign
these papers as proof for the organization, confided to him that
the Rabbi comes in for a minute every two weeks and gets
$25.00 for the minute and that this was a farce.

This Rabbi said that all of this was written to the Kashruth
organization, but he could not get to first base with them.
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the products and he said, "No.” 1 asked why he does not give
Hashgocha signs; the responsibility was his and he said,
"Because there is an organization that gives Hashgocha, and
that organization is the boss.”

Ladies and gentlemen, our research and investigations,
documentary evidence and experience, amply supports every
complaint we list. And this shall now be made a part of this
organization’s record.

A Rabbi who is a high official, possibly one of the highest,
if not the highest, involved with the Kahsruth of an
organization with a well-known symbol stated in substance,
Q.K. — fine. I get angry when you tell me that you went to see
this Rabbi” (who incidentally is a most prominent Godol).
This high official said, ~’everybody goes to him, and the man
doesn’t know his neck from his elbow, and I am going to tell it
to him — to his face one day.”

Then this high official was told that he promised to correct
the Kashruth situation in a poultry plant in 1962, he replied, '
corrected it — | mean we did the best we could.”

When told that nine weeks went by before anything was
done and then it was only looked into after pressure, he said,
we are doing the best we can.

When told the best was not good enought, he replied,
“Why don't you set up your own Kahsruth organization?” He
continued to insult our Gedolim and Rosh Hayeshivas.

When asked if everything was Kosher in the organization
he represented, he answered, "I say that at least we're in a
position to say that we can look at it because we have no
personal gains by it.”

But look at all the mistakes you have made already’’ he
was told, and his reply was, “While your are walking around
and you are Bedek Chometz, you can always find a little piece.”

When he was asked to come to this meeting and give his
viewpoints, his answer was, "No, I think that everbody there is
a Nega Bedovar.”
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not just the complaints here that are directed against a single
organization. And I have been given reason to believe that the
situation is so throughout the field of Kashruth. And the
undertaking has to be to uncover them all. We are not singling
anybody out. We have not discriminated against any Kashruth
organization. Our undertaking is to uncover the entire field of
Kahsruth in America as best as we can. We have undertaken to
do a good job and in unity there is strenghth in us.

we can get together and see what we can do and not to be
Nishrashel until we have completed this undertaking to the
satisfaction of the American people.

Thank you.

... THE CHAIRMAN: Regarding the last plant that Rabbi
Gordon was talking about, I think I was reliably informed of
the experiences of a Mashgiach in this plant that Rabbi Gordon
was speaking about.

This Mashgiach complained that he had to watch more
that one chicken a second — he said that they prepared the
machines on Saturday and listed about ten violations in regard
to Kashruth. He said when he tried to correct things there, he
was told to keep his mouth shut. He further stated that they
also shect on Friday and they salt into the Shabbos. When he
was asked how he knew of this, he replied by saying that it
happened to him and they wanted to give him money to keep
him gquiet. He did not accept it. He said that the Rav
Hamachsher gave him so much trouble that it was
indescribable, because the Rav Hamachshers’ brother does the
business. He went on to say that he received word that he
would be shot and that he was scared of these people. He said
he spoke to the Rabbinical Administrator of the organization
giving the Hashgocha and told him there would be no room
for him in hell. When I complain, I am talking about myself
now — about the Kashruth in this very same plant.

One of the Shoctim called me and asked why I was
complaining, as the responsibility regarding the Kashruth was
up to him from A to Z. I asked him if he gave Hashgocha on



nawab

in their endeavors to monopolize Kashruth in America. How
can one be Zicher if it is Kosher with this type of supervision.
This is the organization that tells us there is nobody, even these
Gedolim, that were thrown at us, that recognizes and realizes
the problem of Kashruth in America. We know what it is, and
we are to give the best we can. Mind you, repeatedly again and
again and again, we are to give the best we can and advertise, if
you want to be absolute Zicher. Do you know what the
problems are? They merely do the best they can, but they rely
upon blindly to be Zlicher; Zicher of what? This is a great
undertaking, and a difficult undertaking that Morris Golding
has taken upon himself to carry on, and it is not an easy task,
Col Haschalas Kashos, all beginnings are very difficult,
Vehamaschil Bemitzva Omrim Low Gemar, one who starts
something is urged to finish, and we are in this together to the
end to complete it. We are in this to discover wherever the
fraud that is being traded upon the Jewish people here in
America. They are told it is Kosher and it’s not. We rely upon
their Kashruth and unfortunately we are being mislead, and
therefore, it's a Mitzvah Gedolah, as you heard the letters that
were writtten to you. Though the translations have been very
freely done, that does not do justice to the Hebrew. We cannot
shirk our responsibility. It is upon ourselves to go through
with this undertaking to the end, and to see to it that those who
carry the weight of Kashruth upon their shoulders and do that
willingly — shall give us Kashruth and not defraud us as has
been done in the past.

Yes, we also have found in one of the plants that when
they vaik the chickens, the Law says it should be vaiked in
tepid water that most of the tank is filled in with ice and the
chicken comes out very cold and semi-frozen. And according
to the din, it's not permitted to salt the chicken in that state. It
cannot be vaiked in ice cold water. Various other things, they
throw the chickens from the trucks with the coop there. It's a
problem that is against the din and there are — before we have
had occasion to be face-to-face with a single Kashruth
organization that has been supervising, but I am sure — and it’s
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made? I visited there just a week ago, and four various
complaints were brought to the attention of this oganization.
They had the Chutzpah and the gall to advertise in the Jewish
papers, Vilt — Eich. Zien absolute Zicher, Vilt Elich Zine
absolute Zicher. Look for our symbol and you will know it’s
Kosher.

Absolute Zicher, and there were mistakes made under
their supervision . . . If we had spoken about it, whether we
mentioned names or not, many of us may censor That
organizations referred to. It is not because we condone or
justify the supervisions that are given by other organizations or
private individuals, I assume that previous errors are made
there as well.

They are unaware of things that are being done . . . Some
time ago, in a box of crackers, a gimick was mentioned here
that the Balohabus suddenly decided and put in some
non__Kosher cheese into the cracker as a free gift to the one
that buys a box of crackers, and on the box it said Kosher.
Paravah , and besides the fact that it was closed and non-
Kosher, and this too was called to their attention again and
they told us they were unaware of things that were done.

These organizations were unaware of what the Balohabus
does. They have no Mashgiach there twenty__four hours a
day. They do not know what ingredients go into the products
and they call upon us fo accept their supervision blindly. And
if you want to be absolute Zichar then trust to us and nobody
else.

There is the organization when you tell them these and
these violations are taking place in the plant, that they
supervise, they will say to us, “If this is so, we will remove our
supervision the next day”, and after three months, they don’t
even go down to investigate.

These are the problems that we have to face here in
America, and this is an organization . . . An organization that
has endeavored to corner the Kashruth field to monopolize the
Kashruth field. Woe be unto the Jewith people if they succeed
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“Watch out. You might find Dam Beyain on the chickens
before it's salted, because they leave the water out of the vats
first and then you know there are hundreds of chickens lying
one upon the other and there may be some blood that remain
on the outside of the chickens, and the Goim shouldn’t salt it
that way. There is nobody there to remove it and salt it that
way. .. "' He told me, “A number of chickens wear the Dam S
Nitcracs to coagulate under the skin, that should be cut away,
and nothing is done about that, so watch out for that.” It was
said to me that, “Look, you will find pieces of liver in the
chicken that has not been removed where we cut the whole
liver out. Parts remain in the chicken. Watch out for that.
There is nobody to watch out for it when we are not there.”

They called upon me to watch out. There is a supervisor’s
organization there. It wasn't my duty to watch out for these
things. Finally, we got one man to stand there and try to do it,
but they speeded up this operation to such an extent that all
four men could not run after the chickens to accomplish this
factor. It was an impossibility. This plant seems to be the
custom in all other plants — that they put on a Blumber of salt
in Nshchat Vehudat Venimlat before it's even put into the vats
to vaik and it is well known, as we discovered in one other
plant, that it became a Takalah because it was days before they
even salted it. And, who knows — sometimes it's sent out
without even being salted . .. and this may be the result of
putting on Blumbers that were salted, that the chicken is salted
on Friday when the days are short and run out of time, they
find themselves salting chickens on Shabboth because who
knows, maybe some were sent out without any salt.

There is this supervising organiation, whose name is not
being mentioned, but an organization that calls upon all Jewish
people to follow — to accept their Hachgocha blindly in the
very same letter in which they state that mistakes have been
made without their knowledge. How can you rely upon such
an organization blindly when they tell you and admit in the
very same letter that certain previous mistakes have been
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Kashruth group or the Rabbinical of this Kashruth
Organization that thes violations were discovered at this
particular plant, he immediately turned to us and said that if
this is so we will remove our supervision the very next day.
Three months past and not a single member of that
organization went down to investigate whether it was os or not,
and as it was sasid here today, it took some threats so bring
them down and to make thesee various Takonim that were
made.

We went to another plant thereafter which was being
supervised by an individual Rabbi of that neighborhood and
then we found that the chickens were being opened by a Jew
that could not be held reliable or responsible for Kashruth. It
was after our insistence that somebody that was Shomer
Shabbos and “Aid Al Pidin”’ that undertook to stand thereby,
and we found that the Goi picked up about five or six chickens
and held them in his hands and sprinkled salt on it and threw it
out without putting salt into the inside of the chicken and very
little salt on the outside, and when that was called to the
attention of the owner of the plant, he said to us, "’ All you need
is a little salt; that’s all”, and it took a good number of months
before that situation was improved to satisfaction. They salted
for a period of thirty-five minutes which is a Masah Be Deved,
as everybody knows, it’s only if it has already been salted for
that period of time, that it’s Kosher, but not Lechatchila.

At the outset, you have to salt for an hour. That day he
salted for thirty-five minutes and that was all. And when a
Rabbi — a Rabbi Talmid Chochum called upon this Rabbi, he
was a supervisor of the plant. He said that this plant, means
nothing on this way unless it has a Mashgiach and he said,
“The Rabbi supervising there will be no Mashgiach in this
plant, not as long as I am here.

We went to a third plant and I must say this, that the
various problems that we discovered there were originaly
pointed out to me by the Schotichm of that plant. They said to
me these were the things you should watch out for, because it’s
quite common place. They were well aware of it. They said,
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In 1962, I purchased poultry from a company that had the
symbol of a Kashruth organization, and my Rabbis found
many problems in this particular plant. We complained to the
Kashruth organization that supervised this product, and it was
only after months and the threat of a din Torah that brought
them to the table where twelve Tikonim were made. The owner
of the plant made a contract with me and I read some excerpts
from the contract agreement.

That the Mashgicach shall put the right time on each table
after salting instead of the wrong time. .. that a separate
Shocheit to be Bodeik the knives of the other two Schoctim. That
the above individualizations shall not take place as in the
past. ..and it was also agreed that a Rabbi who is a high
official of the Kashruth organization has promised to look into
all complaints made to him on this date and to rectify all of
them and this agreement shall be contingent on the same.

Shechting by two Shoctim shall not be fifteen hundred per
hour as in the past. It's expressly agreed that no Blumber
stating the chickens haves been salted, shall be put on chickens
and remain on same for more than one day of chickens that
have not been salted as has been done it the past.

This plant processed Kosher and non-Kosher chickens —
thery were open on Saturday.

Subsequently, I went to another plant where the
Hashgocha was the same and the symbol the same, but
produced Kosher chickens only.

I see Rabbi Gordon is here and I would like to call upon
Rabbi Gordon to speak to you about the problems we had at
the second plant in a letter he wrote me dated November of
1968.

__RABBI MORRIS GORDON: I may digress a bit from the
task that was placed upon my shoulders to make a few
remarks. I had the occasion to visit a number of poultry plants
in the past few years. The plant that Mr. Golding has made
reference to a moment ago, but very briefly, I would like to fill
in somewhat by stating that when we notified the head of this
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I am making available my records regarding these and
other incidents to the Histadrut Lshemiras Kasharus for its
records.

... THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you Shimon Gedalia.

And now I would like to ask Mr. Klein — I call Mr. Klein
because he is in business; in the real estate business, but those
who know him know that he is a Rabbi. So either Rabbi Klein
or Mr. Klein, one of our trustees, please.

- - . Mr. KLEIN: Incidentally, you know that we have refrained
from using any names of personalities and organizations since
we hope to achievg our names without having to do so.

I would like to refer now to an article with the title, "How
Do I Know If It's Kosher?’ This article was prepared by the
Kashruth Provision of an organization whose symbol is widely
known. It says, “The Laws of Kashruth are complicated and
technical. At all times, you should consult with an ordained
Orthodox Rabbi where questions come up. Years ago, it has
tended to be the Rabbi of the community who was known to all
when questions came up. Our symbol on a package is your best
guarantee that all the ingredients are Kosher.”

This article goes on to say that a competitive symbol or
certification is worthless, unless your are sure that there is a
supervising Rabbi and that the supervising Rabbinic Authority
is reliable.

Yet, ladies and gentlemen, the organization who writes
this, refuses to name their Rabbis that supervise any of their
products and asks you to trust in their symbol.

I feel that this is in full contradiction with their own
words.

... THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you Mr. Rabbi.
I would like to call upon myself, ladies and gentlemen.

In my business, I use quantities of poultry, but refuse to
rely on the run-of-the-mill symbols that most large plants that
process Kosher poultry use, and therefore, use chickens that
have my own Rabbinical supervision, in addition to the regular
run-of-the-mill Hashgucha.
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If "“a number of cases”’, which were on the shelves for over
a year, had been made at “various other plants’’, where were
the Mashgichim when it was made, and, where was the control
of the Kasharus Organization over its labels?

A different company making instant mashed potatoes,
which was under the same supervising organization, decided to
put a free sample of non-Kosher gravy — a powdered
concentrate of beef and milk into each box which carried this
same Kosher symbol, implying that all contents of the box were
Kosher.

Again, I wrote to the same Rabbinic Administrator, and,
his reply to me on February 10, 1965 states: "“The unfortunate
error occurred sometime ago. It was the company’s advertising
agency which thought up this gimick of placing the gravy mix
packet into a box with our symbol of Kasharus on it.

When the Mashgiach discovered it, some of these
packages had already reached the shelves. At that time, we sent
out over twenty thousand pieces of mail to all Rabbis and
Congregations warning them of this error. It is unfortunate
that here and there a package is still to be found after two
years."’

He went on to say: ‘That as far as the dishes are
concerned, the amount of beef and milk which were mixed in
dry into the powder, is less than one percent. Therefore, if it is
used according to the recipe, in a cup of water, it certainly has
become Botul.”

Here again, we have an unfortunate error.

Where was the Mashgiach from the time it was made until
it had reached the shelves, and how long was it on the shelves
before this tragic error was discovered?

And last but certainly not least, the Laws of Bitul are not
so simple and the Rabbinic Administrator's statement
regarding this is questionable.

And what about an organization that endorses baked
beans which is supposed to be vegaterian? Nevertheless, when

a can carrying this Kosher symbol was opened, it was found to
contain pieces of pork.
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EXCERPTS FROM
THE

INITIAL MEETING
OF

HISTADRUTH  LESHM
KASHRUTHS IRAS

WALDORF ASTORIA

JANUARY, 27, 1969
COLLOQUY

- .- SHIMON GEDALIA GOLDING: IN November of 1964, I
came across a bottle of grape soda with a symbol of Rabbinical
Supervision on it. Upon looking into the Kosher Products
Directory of this supervising organization, I saw that it
endorsed all of the company’s products except for its grape
soda.

I then wrote to both the Rabbinic Administrator of this

organization and to the company itself.

The Rabbinic Administrator wrote to me saying: “‘In regard to
our symbol of Kasharus that appeared on this grape soda
without our authorization, such errors may appear at times.”

On November 30th, the chairman of the board of this
company wrote to me and said: “Sometime ago the printer,
when printing new labels for us made a mistake. This was
called to our attention. We have since removed these labels,
but, a number of cases had been made at our various other
plants and shipped out.”

If “’such errors appear at time”’, should there not be a way
to prevent it?

— B4 —
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HISTADRUTH LESHMIRAS
HAKASHRUS

Eight years ago (1969) an orthodox organization was
formed with the name Histadruth Leshmiras Kashrus. Its
major purpose was to scrutinize the conduct of kashrush and
mobilize Orthodox Jewry to protect and defend kashrush and
inform the public to the need of kashrus. (Taken from the
minutes, at the formation of this religious corporation).

This group of concerned yidden was founded and
headed by the famed Reb Yaakov Moshe Golding z.l.
(Morris Golding), a noted and well respected figure in all
orthodox circles.

His main concern, and those of his colleagues was the
lack of proper hashgocha at QU supervised plants. He was
convinced that the mere fact that a product has an
hashgocha symbol is no evidence of kashrus.

Morris Golding was a man with Mesiras Nefesh for a
Dovor Shbukousha. He was ready to accept all the
consquences from that type of work.

Unfortunately this important organization did not live to
bear fruit, to see any major changes at the OU level. Reb
Yaakov Moshe passed away with a heart full of pain at the
chaos that exists at the named kashrus organization.

He was unable to crack the hidden, silent curtain that
drapes the OU Kashrus Division.

The present Vaad Hakashrus has picked up where the
other organization left of. We will strive n»m1ya to rectify the
field of kashrus. Our ultimate goal is to bring honor to that
field instead of shame.

We are herewith reprinting some excerpts from the
initail meeting of their organization. It will shed some light
on their grievences and some insights into their work. The
minutes are printed in a 88 page report. We are just printing
some highlights.
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() Cosmetics....Only
KOSHER L'PESACH
should be wused;
(Cosmetics are forbidden
on Shabbos and Yom
Tov)

() Bar (whiskey is
CHOMETZ)

() Talis bag

() Suitcase, valise, travel
bags

*( ) Tooth brush (A new
tooth brush is required
for Chol Ha'moed; it

() Discard vacuum cleaner
bag

() Vacuum floors

() Thoroughly wash, clean
and vacuum shag rugs
and carpets

*

() Wash “broom”
() Infant seat
*(') Cook books

() Sink trays

() Garbage pails

() Garbage cans

() Behind radiator

() Telephone (remove
speaker cover)

*( ) Shabbos ‘Zimiros’
books

() Storage bins

*( ) Chalah utensils, vases,
decanters used for
chometz (e.g. whiskey)
Country cottages

Backs of chairs, seats
Cover sink spout, han-
dles

() Cleanoven, range, grates
() Clean sink, refrigerator

N Nt

These items should be thoroughly cleaned and then

“stored”” away for the duration of Pesach.

HARDWARE STORE
Be carefull to buy only dishes, pots, etc. that are packed
in their original packing. Hardware stores sell merchandise that
has been returned and might have been used.

If the store has a mikvah on the premises, don’t hesitate
to inquire who is responsible for its kashrus. Find out when it

was checked recently by a Rav.
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BEDIKAS CHOMETZ CHECKLIST

The following is a convenient checklist which itemizes many
places and objects which require BEDIKA but are, at times, not
so obvious and thus possibly overlooked.

( ) Under beds () Workshop
() Clothes closets, chests () Den
( ) Linen closets () Office: Desk, drawers,
() Desks lockers, closets etc.
( ) Cabinets ( ) Factory: Store
( ) Drawers ( ) Automobile, Truck
*( ) Medicine chest ( ) Beneath car seats:
() Clothes (pockets, cuffs) Remove car seats
() Purses, pocketbooks, () Auto glove compart-
handbags ment, under mats, trunk
() Shopping cart () Pet house, bird cage
*( ) Picnic basket (Animal food is probably
*() Cookie jar, bread box, CHOMETZ)
toaster, candy dish () Behind refigerator, sink,
() Crib oven, kitchen cabinets
( ) High chair () . Perfumes, hairsprays,
() Playpen deodorants
() Carriage *() Briefcase, school bags,
() Al toys attache case
() Toy chest *( ) Lunch box
() Childrens toy carriages () School locker
and wagons ( ) Kitchen utensils: Broiler,
() Toy houses and their blender, mixer, can
furniture opener
( ) Storage room () Shul locker or cubby
() Safe () Shelves
( ) Laundry room ( ) Bookcases
( ) Freezer ( ) Breakfront
( ) Basement () Seforim closet and
( ) Hallways seforim
() Attic () Book closet and books
() Yard *( ) ’‘Bensherlach’
() Garden () Jewelery
() Garage () Jewelery bov
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R

ROBAXISAL—PAIN
REGROTON—BLOOD PRESSURE
RESERPINE—(See Serpasil)

S

SALUTENSION—PRESSURE

*SECONAL SODIUM
CAPSULES--SLEEP

SER-AP-ES—BLOOD PRESSURE

SERPASIL—-PRESSURE

SINEQUAN—NERVES AND
DEPRESSION

T

TALWIN TABLETS—PAIN
TAPAZOLE-THYROID
TEDRAL TABLETS—ASTHMA
**TELDRIN—ANTI-HISTAMINE
**TOFRANIL—-DEPRESSION
TERRAMYCIN CAPSULE—ANTI-
BIOTIC
TETREX—ANTI-BIOTIC
*+*THORAZINE
TABLETS—NER VES
TIGAN CAPSULES AND
SUPPOSITORY—NAUSEA
TRANXENE—NERVES
**TRIAVIL-NER VES
AND DEPRESSION
TUINAL-SLEEP
TITRALAC-ANTACID

U

URISPAS—URINARY
CONDITION

v

VALIUM-NER VES
VASODILAN—BLOOD
CIRCULATION
VIBRAMYCIN—ANTI-BIOTIC
VISTARIL-NERVES

z
ZACTIRIN-PAIN
ZYLOPRIM-GOUT

_60_

M

SACHARINE—Freedas

NOSE DROPS—Neosynephrine
**COLDS—Contac

*sCONTAC

ANTACIDS—Bicarbonate Of Soda,
Citra Carbonate—Unflavored, Milk
of Magnesia—Unflavored, anti-gas-
flothylin

ANTI-BIOTICS (LIQUID) -—
llosone, Keflex, Liquipren,
Mysteclin-F, Pen-Vee-K, V-Cillin-K,

LAXATIVES (In general-new
containers)—e Dorbane, ®* Dulcolax
Suppositories, Epsom Salt, Freedas,
Glycerine Suppositories, Milk of
Magnesia-Unflavored, Mineral Oil,
Senna Leaves, Webers Tea

PAIN, HEADACHES, AND
FEVER—Alka-Seltzer, ® Anacin,
Bayer's White Aspirin, ® Bufferin,
Empirin, eExcedrin, Freeda’s
Aspirin, Tylenol Standard Tablets
(not in any liquid form or
chewables).



nwab m

N

NEMBUTAL—SLEEP
NITROGLYCERIN
TABLETS—HEART
NOLUDAR TABLETS—SLEEP
NORGESIC—PAIN

0]

ORINASE—DIABETES

es ORTHO-NOVUM—(ONLY
WITH PERMISSION OF A ROV)

OTRIVIN DROPS—COLDS

OVRAL—(ONLY WITH PERMIS-
SION OF A ROV)

e OVULEN—(ONLY WITH PER-
MISSION OF A ROV)

P

PAVABID—-CIRCULATION

PENBRITIN-ANTI-BIOTIC

PENTIDS TABLETS —
ANTI-BIOTIC

PEN-VEE-K—ANTI-BIOTIC

*PERCODAN-PAIN

PERITRATE—HEART

PHENAPHEN—PAIN

PHENERGAN TABLETS—ANTI-
HISTAMINE

POLYCILLIN CAPSULES—ANTI-
BIOTIC

e POVAN-WORMS

e PROBANTHINE
TABLETS—STOMACH

es PROVERA—FOR WOMEN

PROLOID-THYROID

PREMARIN—ESTROGEN

e PYRIBENZAMINE

TABLETS—(Not The 25mg.
Tablets) ALLERGY

«PROBITAL TABLETS

Q
QUAALUDE-SLEEP

QUADRINAL-ASTHMA

QUINAGLUTE
DURATABS—HEART

QUINIDINE SULFATE CAPSULES
(LILLY)—HEART
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H

HALDOL—-NER VES
HIPREX—URINARY CONDITION
HYCOMINE COMPOUND,
TABLETS—COUGH
HYDRODIURIL-WATER AND
BLOOD PRESSURE
HYDROPRES—PRESSURE
HYGROTON-PRESSURE

I

ILOSONE CAPSULES—
ANTI-BIOTIC

INDERAL—-HEART

INDOCIN—PAIN

ISMELIN—PRESSURE

ISORDIL-HEART

ISUPREL (MISTOMETER)
—ASTHMA

K

**KAON TABLETS-POTASSIUM
KAOPACTATE—-DIARRHEA

L

LANOXIN—HEART
LASIX TABLETS—-WATER
LETTER-THYROID

M

MACRODANTIN—-URINARY
CONDITION
MARAX (TABLETS)—ASTHMA
MEPROBAMATE—(see Miltown)
MEPHYTON-VITAMIN K
MILTOWN 400" TABLETS
—MUSCLE RELAXANT
MINOCIN CAPSULES—
ANTI-BIOTIC
**MOTRIN—-ARTHRITIS
*MYLANTA TABLETS,
LIQUID-ANTACID
MYSOLINE—EPILEPSY
MYSTECLIN-F—-ANTI-BIOTIC
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*DORBAN—-LAXITIVE
DRAMAMINE (TABLETS ONLY)
—TRAVEL SICKNESS
DULCOLAX
SUPPOSITORIES—LAXITIVE
DYAZIDE—WATER AND BLOOD
PRESSURE
DYMELOR—-DIABETES
DYRENIUM—WATER PRESSURE

E

*sELAVIL-DEPRESSION
EMETROL LIQUID—-NAUSEA
EMPERIN WITH CODEINE —
PAIN
ENDURONYL—-PRESSURE AND
WATER
*ENOVID—(ONLY WITH PER-
MISSION OF A ROV)
*ENOVID-E—(ONLY WITH PER-
MISSION OF A ROV)
*EQUAGESIC—PAIN AND
HEADACHE
«+sEQUANIL-NERVES
«sERYTHROCIN-ANTI-BIOTIC
ESIDREX—PRESSURE AND
WATER
ESIMIL—PRESSURE
*«sETRAFON—DEPRESSION AND
NERVES

F

FIORINAL CAPSULE, TABLETS
—HEADACHE

FLAGYL—VAGINAL INFECTION

FULVICIN—-FUNGI!

G

GANTANOL—-URINARY
INEECTION
GANTRISIN-URINARY
INFECTION
GAVISCON—-ANTACID
GRISACTIN—FUNG!
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In general if there are any questions a Rav should be

consulted.

10. Please note that the data, information, and analysis
upon which this list is based is subject to possible change and

revision.

11. The following list has been revieved recently and it is
not the same list yearly. There Has Been Deletions, Changes
And Revisions From Last Years Medicine List.

A

ACHROMYCIN—ANTI-BIOTIC
AFRIN DROPS—NASAL
CONDITION
ALDACTAZIDE—PRESSURE
ALDACTONE-PRESSURE
* AMODRINE
ANTIVERT-DIZZINESS
(not the chewable tablets)
APRESOLINE—PRESSURE
ARMOUR THYROID-THYROID
ARTANE—-NERVES
s ATROMID-S-CHOLESTROL
AZULFIDINE—TABLETS
COLITIS

BACTRIM—URINARY
CONDITION

BENADRYL CAPSULES—
ANTI-HISTAMINE

* BENEMID — GOUT

*¢ BENDECTIN—-NAUSEA
IN PREGNANCY

* BUTAZOLIDIN ALKA—-PAINS,
ARTHRITIS-THYROID

C

CARBRITAL CAPSULES,
TABLETS—SLEEP
CARDILATE-HEART
CHLORTRIMETON ¢ M.G.—
ANT! HISTAMINE
**CHYMORAL—-ENZYME

CLEOCIN—-ANTI-BIOTIC

* CLOMID—FERTILITY

COGENTIN—-TREMOR

*+COMBID—-STOMACH

COPYRONIL—-ANTI-HISTAMINE

COUMADIN—-BLOOD THINNER

CYCLOSPASMOL—CIRCULA
TION
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D

*DALMANE—-SLEEP
*¢sDARVOCET-N—PAIN
*DARVON-PAIN
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DIAMOX (TABLETS ONLY)
—PRESSURE-EYE
DICUMEROL (TABLETS ONLY)
—HEART
DIGOXIN—HEART (see Lanoxin)
DILANTIN KAPSEALS—EPILEPSY
**DISOPHROL-COLDS AND
ANTI-HISTAMINE
DIUPRES—PRESSURE
DIURIL-WATER AND BLOOD
PRESSURE
DONNATAL
TABLETS—STOMACH
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Future editions of the Madrich will, B'ezras Hashem,
contain more information and discussions about this topic.
Please feel free to contact us about any questions you might
have.

Yidden, zeit gezunt and be blessed with all the best.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
REGARDING MEDICINES

1. For medicines that are prepared by the druggist or any
medicine that is not listed herein, consultation with a Rav is
necessary. For additional information on MEDICINES which
are not mentioned here please call 435-2503 or call 8:00 P.M.
— 10:00 P.M. (212) 336-4895

2. All medicines, capsules, or liquids must be placed in
new bottles.

3. If possible, it is preferred, medicines should be
prepared before Pesach.

4. Permissibility of medicines that are questionable,
varies accoring to individual medical circumstances.

5. Any medicine not marked by two dots, are assumed
to be topically bitter or otherwise comparably inedible. If
the fact is contrary to this assumption then follow the
procedure mentioned in note no. 9.

6. Please note that our printed list includes medicines
that have kitniyos.

7. Most poskin agree that kitniyos may be used for a
sick person on Pesach. However, it is preferable to consult a
Rav to determine the person’s cirumstances as to its
necessity.

8. Medicines that are marked with one DOT
contain starches which are from kitniyos.

9. Medicines that are marked with two DOTS
should, most preferably, be taken covered in a thin tissue
paper or by using other such Halachic solutions, even for
year round use. Please see note no.5.
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6) Liquid medicines often contain alcohol. (Pesach Shealo)

7) Alcohol is often used in the process of production (in
sufficient quantities to warrant pesach kashrus consideration)
and is evaporated in the drying process using a heated oven

or the like. (Pesach Shealo)

8) Glycerine, often of animal derivative is used in many
liquid preparations. It is also used in some tablets and in
many soft capsule formulations.

9) These are just some common problems. There are still
some other possible kashrus questions.

Vitamins in general are very problematic, both as pertaining
to Pesach and concerning year round kashrus.

The correct approach to take are as follows;

A) Any medicine or vitamin that can be obtained with a
reliable hechsher, should be bought (if necessary)

B) Thosc that don’t have hechsherim (the vast majority of
medicines) it is best to consult your Rav or the Vaad
Hakashrus which will try as best as possible to answer and
assist you.

C) However if there is an immediate necessity to take the
medicine, and there is no time to inquire, the following
factors should rule:

1) A Bitter uncoated tablet, or a Hard capsule is usually
permissable.

2) The addition of a bitter substance to the medecine
making it inedible, per say, usually makes it permissable to
be taken.

3) The swallowing of the medecine surrounded by a thin
piece of tissue paper is usually permissable in many cases.

4) Explore the possibility, in certain situations where it
is halachicly permissa ble to be Mevatel ( to make the
particle insignificant in the food) the medicine in a
permi ssable liquid. ( Consult your Rov for the general
criteria about Bitul)
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KASHRUS & MEDECINE

Most people believe that any medecine and especially
“prescriptions’ may be taken without any question. After all,
the Torah states “V'chai Bohem.” However, on a General
Basis this view is wrong. It results from a lack of Halachic
and practical knowledge of the make-up and ingredient
formulation of medicines

Though one should not necessarily be machmir
(prohibitne) on health question, yet, practical and halachic
knowledge is quite necessary for a proper approach to kahrus
and médicine

As a general rule, the actual medicine which is
considered the “active ingredient” is usually permitted. Either
due to its source or due to its state of edibility and the like.

The inactive ingredients “excipients”’ are many time
questinable regarding kashrus. It is the nonmedicinal part of
the medicine that is problematic It is quite hard to allow the
use on a general basis of a true non-kosher edible substance
just because it contains within it a defferent medicinal
ingredient.

Let us just mention a few of the problems:
1) Wheat, rice and or corn starch are often used to form a
tablet or the powder in the capsule. (Pesach Shealo)
2) Lactose which is milk sugar is often used in tablets and
capsule powders. (Eating after meat meals, Shealo. Cholov
Isroel, Shealo)
3) Stearic acid, magnesium stearate, and or calcium stearate,
often of animal derivative are Generally used in tablet and
capsule formulations. (Kashrus Shealo)
4) The hard & soft capsules, both of them, are made up of
gelatin, an animal derivative (Kashrus Shealo)
5) Gelatin (of animal origin) coatings are often used in tablet
formulations, too (Kashrus Shealo)
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5. One should swallow the two k’zaysim at once. At any
rate, the 2 k'zaysim should be eaten within 2 minutes.

6. A hand matzoh contains 3 small k’zaysim or 2 large

k’zaysin. One machine matzoh contains 2 small k'zaysim and
no more.

. 7. One who cannot eat matzoh or morror should still
recite the brocho, "’ Asher Gealanu...to eat matzoh and morror.”’

MORROR

1. The best morror to use is Romaine lettuce. It should
be inspected at least 2 or 3 times for worms. If possible, it is best
to eat only the white stalks in the middle, rather than the leaves.

2. People who are inexperienced in the inspection of let-
tuce should use horseradishes to fulfill their requirements. En-
dives may also be used.

SHULCHAN ORECH-SETTING THE TABLE

1. Many have acustom not to eat fish on Pesach. These
that do eat fish should buy live fish.

AFIKOMEN

1. Two K'zaysim should preferably be eaten. Extra mat-
zoh may be used in addition to the afikomen piece. At least one
k’zayis must be eaten, but it is preferable to eat two k’zaysim.

2. Women are also required to fulfill this mitzvah.
3. The Afikomen should be eaten while reclining.

Just as it is our purpose to strengthen kashrus when
possible, we consider it our obligation to see that consumers
should be able to find kosher products at lower prices. We wish
to announce that during Pesach, kosher dairy products DO
NOT have to cost more than the whole year. The companies
which produce the products are not raising their prices to the
storekeeper.

The market price of milk was reduced by four cents as
of March first. The cholov Yisroel price should also reflect
these market price changes.
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HAGADA

1. There is a custom that only one of the sons recites the
“‘Ma Nishtana.”” According to another custom, all children even
grandchildred ask. By some, the head of the household repeats
the “Ma Nishtana.” Everyone should follow the customs of his
father.

2. The Hagadah should be translated to those who do
not understand Hebrew in order to fulfill their obligation.

3. It is a mitzvah to elaborate on the ten miracles that oc-
cured to our forefathers at the crossing of the Red Sea.

4. It is a mitzvah to speak of Hashem’s Graciousness to
his father, grandfather and family. Those that were in con-
centration camps and were saved should speak about Hashem'’s
Graciousness to them.

5. Just as each person must envision himself as if he had
gone out of Egypt, so too must he see himself as previously
having been an idolator and will begin to serve Hashem this
night with all the mitzvos appropriate for this night.

MATZOH

1. One should say Rochtzo, Moitzee Matzoh before
netilas yadaim so as not to interrupt the interval between
“netilas yedaim’’ and "hamotzee.”

2. It is best to have in mind the Leshem Yichud before
eating the matzoh. Those that recite it out loud may do so.

3. One should prepare extra matzoh in order to dis-
tribute and complete the two (2) K’zaysim for all.

4. The person conducting the seder should pick all 3
matzohs in his hands (without the seder plate) and make the
B'rocho Ha-Motzi. He then passes to each person, "2
k’zaysim’’ of matzoh. (A k’zayis is the size of an olive.) They all
make the b'rocho " All Achilas Matzoh”” and put the 2 k’zaysim
of Matzoh into the mouth at once.
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5. If one must add water to the grape juice there should
not be more than one third water and at least two thirds grape
juice.

6. A person who for reasons of health cannot drink wine
may fulfill the obligation with grape juice.

7. Children should not be allowed to drink the wine
through a straw.

8. It is permissible to drink coffee between the 1st and
2nd cups of wine, in order to stay awake for the entire seder.

9. The head of the household should himself take the
honor of pouring the Kos Shel Eliyahu.

10. According to some minhagim, a little wine from the
"’Kos Shel Eliyahu’ is poured into the cup of each participant at
the seder.

11. There are those that fill the Kos Shel Eliyahu before
Kiddush; however, most follow the custom of filling it after
“benching”.

KIDDUSH

1. One should be careful to bear in mind that kiddush is
the first of the "“Arba Kosos.”

2. One should have pertinent thoughts before kiddush
since during Kiddush we stand witness to the Creator, and
proper witness must first undergo repentence.

3. Everyone, man or woman should say kiddush for
himself.

4. If a woman makes a ‘‘shehechayanu’’ when lighting
candles, she should not repeat it at kiddush. She may, however,
answer “omain”’ to her husband’s shehechayanu.

5. At the time of ""shehechayanu’’ everyone should bear
in mind all the mitzvahs of the seder night.
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PREPARING FOR THE SEDER

1. The head of the household, wife or children and not
others, if possible should set the table for the Seder.

2. At ieast two candles should be lit that will burn the
duration of the Seder.

3. Two tablecloths should be placed on the table.

4. Both the tablecloth and the matzo cover should be
white and not colored.

5. The 3 matzos should not be placed directly on top of
each other rather a cloth should be placed between them. The
new matzo trays which have a separate compartment for each
matzo may be used. It is preferable to use a white cloth covering
the matzos. These matzo trays must be toiviled before use.

6. All 3 matzos should be whole. If one of them breaks
the broken one should be used for the 2nd matzo.

7. Married sons and sons-in law each should have 3
matzos and afikomen. They may rely on the head of the

household for the Kaara.

8. If using small radishes for Karpas, be sure to cut off a
small piece from the top or from the root, thereby eliminating
the question of an after brocho (even if it is less than a kezayes).

The “"ARBO KOSOS” -four cups of wine at the Seder

1. One should drink more than half of the cup at one
time. It is preferable to drink the entire cup. One should drink
the entire cup in less than 10 seconds. If this is impossible,
one’s obligation is fulfilled if he drinks it within 2 minutes,
(Bedeavid only).

2. The accepted amount for the seder cup should not be
less than 3 and one third oz. A stricter shiur (amount) is 6 and
two thirds oz. 4 and one half oz. and 5 and five sixth oz. are
also established amounts according to various poskim.

3. If possible one should drink A cup of 3and one
third oz. of wine (grape juice).
4. It is better to drink a smaller shiur of wine than a

larger one of grape juice.
— 71 —
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Reason being, when the selling takes place in the U.S. (between
the Rav and the gentile) prohibition of chometz has already
taken effect in Eretz Israel. Therefore one should give the
chometz as a gift to another who will sell it here (in the U.S.) at
the proper time.

GENERAL LAWS CONCERNING PESACH

1. One should not use anything containing ethyl alcohol
on Pesach. (e.g. mouthwash, perfume, hairspray, deoderant.)

2.Maltose, an ingredient in medicine coatings, is
chometz

3. There need not be suspicion of chometz in aluminum

foil.

4. A dishwasher that is used all year round should not
be kashered.

5. One should seek special instruction on how to use
ovens for Pesach. Many halochos are connected in its use and a

reliable, Orthodox Rabbi should be consulted.

6. Dishes that were put away since last Pesach and it
was forgotten if they are milchig or fleishig, consult a reliable

Orthodox Rabbi.

7. It is permited to use starched clothing; however, a
tablecloth that is heavily starched should not be used on the
table.

8. Fruits that can be peeled should be peeled. Those that
cannot, must be thoroughly washed.

9. Plastic tablecloths may be used.

10. Commercially washed eggs can be used, but must be
in a pot that is set aside specifically for eggs.

11. Bleached nuts may be used.

12. Paper plates can be used for cold foods but not for
warm foods.

13. People with pets should not use or buy pet foods
during Pesach. Most of them are Chometz.
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before the time that all chometz must be burned at 10:35 A.M.

10. Porcelain, plasticware, teflon-coated utensils,
earthenware, or utensils that are pasted together, should not be
Kashered. It is proper to Kasher utensils only with the adive or
supervision of a competent Orthodox Rabbi.

11. Sinks, gas ranges, ovens, broilers and whiskey glas-
ses are extremely difficult to kasher and it is better not to at-
tempt kashering them. If it is absolutely necessary to kasher
them for use on Pesach, a competent Orthodox Rabbi should be
consulted as to the procedure.

12. An entire household who leaves its home before the
night of the 14th of Nissan(Erev Pesach) must make a Bedika
without a B'rocho the night before he leaves, )if he leaves after
Purim).

13. A person who makes a Bedika, both in his store and
in his home, may do so with one B’rocho if his train of thought
is not interrupted between them. If he must drive, or if he must

come from far away by bus or train he must make a second
B’rocho.

14. If his store or factory is in a place where he can not
stay until night then he should make a Bedika in his store or
factory towards evening when it is still day without a B'rocho.
When making the Bekika in his home at night he should make
the Brocho.

15. If chometz is found on Yom-Tov it should be
covered in its place (where it was found). It has to be burned
without a Brocho on Chol-Hamoed.

SELLING CHOMETZ

1. Everyone should refrain from selling absolute
chometz. (chometz gomur).

2. Flour in the United States is chometz gomur.
3. Most vinegar in the United States is chometz gomur.

4. Store keepers and wholsalers are permitted to sell
chometz gomur.

5. One who travels to Eretz Israel should not leave a
third party to sell the chometz for him in the United States.
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SEARCHING (BEDIKA) AND BURNING OF THE
CHOMETZ

1. The bedika should be conducted by the light of a
single candle, preferably a wax candle. In any event, one should
begin the bedika with a candle and not with a flashlight. In

places where it is impossible to check by candle one may check
by flashlight.

2. One should be careful not to place chometz gomur in
garbage cans that are in his yard, unless he is certain that they
will be taken out before the fifth hour on erev Pesach (10:35
AM.). If the garbage cans are in the public domain then it is
permitted to throw chometz in it since they are not in his
property.

3. It is proper to check the garbage cans after they have
been emptied if chometz gomur has been left behind. If indeed
there is some chometz stuck to the garbage can, one should
pour petroleum over it so it shouldn’t even be edible for a dog.

4. Dentures should be kashered in boiling water on erev
Pesach. If they will spoil in the process, then they should be left
in water for three days, changing the water every day. If one
cannot be without them for days then the dentures should be
left in water at least for one complete day. If this is also impos-
sible, do not eat chometz gomur for 3 days. It is proper to ask a
competent Orthodox Rabbi in this matter.

5. One should check the car for chometz. The seats
should be taken out and cleaned underneath. If it is impossible
one should check with his hands as far as possible under the
seats, since there is usually chometz there.

6. Pocketbooks should be checked. Perfume, lipstick
and the like should be removed.

7. “Benchers” that are used on the table all year-round
should be put away for Pesach.

8.Cuffs of trousers, children’s briefcases, carriages, and
talis bags should all be checked. Telephone receivers should be
unscrewed and cleaned. Radiators should be checked. These
places very often have chometz.

9. Do not forget to throw away the vacuum cleaner bag



nwab mm

IMPORTANT HALOCHOS FOR PESACH
According to Rabbi Moshe Stern-Debrecin

EREV PESACH

1. A first-born son (bechor) is required to fast on Erev
Pesach. Today the custom is to partake of a “‘seudas siyum
mesechta’ (feast of finishing a tractate) and the bechor does not
fast.

2. Both a bechor of the father (who married a woman
with children, but he himself had been childless) and a bechor
of the mother (she had not had children, while the husband had
children by a previous marriage) are required to fast.

3. A bechor born by cesarean section does not have to
fast. However, it is recommended that he partake of a seudas
siyum mesechta.

4. The bechorim of Kohanim and Leviim have to fast,
too. :

5. A bechor born after a miscarriage should certainly
fast; however, one born after a child who died within 30 days
does not have to fast.

6. A father fasts for his son (a bechor) until the child
becomes thirteen. If the father is also a bechor, then the mother
should fast. Being that today we rely on the seudas mitzvah, the
boy should partake of the meal as this is the custom.

7. A pregnant woman, a woman who is within 30 days
after childbirth, or a nursing mother don’t have to fast for the
son, a bechor, even it the father is a bechor and is fasting for
himself. .

8. For an infant born within 30 days of Pesach it is
preferable that the father partake in a seudas mitzvah.

9. Likewise, it is preferable for a father to eat by a seudas
mitzvah for a child born after midnight of erev Pesach.

10. It is forbidden to drink wine after the tenth hour
from sunrise erev Pesach.
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23 Be sure that there is no Chometz left on the
cloth, or on the beard. Rinse your mouth and
wash your hands after the meal is finished.

24 No Chometz can be eaten after 9:21 A.M.

25 Kol Chamiro is said before 10:40. Be sure
that there is no Chometz left after this time.
26 Chometz is Muktzah and can’t be touced
after 10:40. If Chometz was found in one’s
possession after this time, it should be covered
with a utensil. It should be burnt immediatly
after Yom Tov.

27 No preparations may be made for the Seder
on Shaboss.

28 It is prohibited to say "I will sleep today to
enable me to be awake at the night Seder.

COMMERCIALN
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11 All foods for Shaboss should be prepared,
cooked, and kept in Pesachtik utensils.

12 The stove and sink should be prepared fully
for Pesach before Shabos.

13 New paper or plastic dishes and utensils
should preferably be used on this shaboss.

14 If hot food is poured from a Pesach pot into
a Chometz dish, the Pesach pot should not be
used on Pesach.

15 Shabbos morning Teffilo has to be finished
early to enable the Seudos to be finished before
9:21 AM.

16 All shaboss meals are eaten with Challa (It is
forbidden to eat Matzoh Erev Pesach).

17 It is preferable to divide the morning meal
into two Seudos. Part of the meal should be
eaten as one Seudah. After Benching they
should not stay seated at the same place, but
should occupy themself in something to divert
their attention from the first Seudah.

18 To accomadate all halachic opinions a
Seudah (Shlishis) should be eaten in the
afternoon. Since it can not be eaten with
Challah or Matzoh, it should consist of fruits,
meat or fish.

19 The table should be covered with a plastic
table cover. It should be wiped clean and shaken
out carefully. All crumbs should be flushed
away in the bathroom.

20 If any dishes were used they should be
wiped clean and put away with the other
Chometz utensils.

21 Chometz foods that can stick to any utensils
should not be prepared for this shaboss.

22 The Chometz should not be eaten where
there is carpet, since it is extremely hard to clean
the crumbs from it.
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SPECIAL LAWS PERTAINING TO EREV
PESACH THAT OCCURS ON SHABBOS

According to Rabbi Moshe Stern-Debrecin

NOTE: All Times Mentioned Indicate Eastern
Standard Time In N.Y. City.

1 Bechorim should participate in a Siyum on
Thursday, 12th of Nissan, since the fast would
have to take place on that day.

2 B’dikas Chometz is done Thursday, 13th
of Nissan at nightfall. It is done with a brocho
before the search and the Bitul Chometz (Kol
Chamiro) after the search, as.usual.

3 The chometz that will be eaten on Friday
and Shaboss meals is to be hidden in a secure
place.

4 The chometz that is set aside for burning
should preferably be burnt Friday morning
before 10:40 A.M. (N.Y.C.). However, if it has
not been burnt by that time it can still be burnt
till the Shkia, (sunset).

5 Kol Chamiro is not recited after the burning,
as is usual, because the Bitul Chometz does not
yet take place. It takes place Shaboss morning.
It is to be said on Shaboss morning before 10:40
AM., after all the chometz has been cleared
from the house.

6 The Chometz should preferably be sold
before 10:40 A.M. Friday. However it can still
be sold later if arrangements were not made to
sell before mentioned time.

7 It is permissasble to work all day Friday.
8 Mitzvoh Matzhos are baked after Chaztohs.

9 The Seder needs should be prepared before
Shaboss. I.E. Charoses to be made, Shankbone

to be broiled, egg to be cooked, salt water to be
prepared, Romaine lettuce to be inspected.

10 Horseradish, if used, should be ground
before Shaboss and covered properly.

— 78 —
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