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the Chlef Rsbbi of Antwerp, Balgium p Ywmonos M Mdya
snd the Chief Rabbi of Montresl, AM3 IMINT DR DTYORDY
Canada accuse Ginsberg of forgery, vpos Yy onmomano s
e3  their names appesred on oM UK TP A Weve
documents promulgatad by "Agudas ‘ AT 9P 100N XY ohws om
Harabbonim® that they never signed.

STATDIENT OF CHIEY RABN] CNATM XRETSWIRTH

I vaz shocked to lssrn thit a siruv besring ny signsture vas
introduced in & court Of law to the affect that s

refused to submit their casa.to a .
Rabbinical Court and, hence, plaintiffs have a right
to tzansfexr the caze to a civil court, |

to sign such & documant NOT 414 I ever sign one..s ., 1¢
now appsars that Xabbi Ginsberg actually wrote & ztatement
to the effect that the defendsnts,

+» duflantly refused to 3ppear before a Rabbinic
Court thus alloving the plaintiffs to 90 to a cIVil couct.
.This Ls o &istortion of fact and my neme vas deceltfclly
used, B N

.

Trankly, T am in tho dark about the entirs matter, Any
radbl who yefuses tO appesr belora a Radbinic Court is in

T hereby tastity by Neavan and Zaceh that T had no Inteationfl:
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SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF NEW YORK

HELEM CHAYIE SIEGER,

. - againasat -

THE UNION OF ORTHODOX RABBIS OF THE
UNITED STATES AND CANADA, INC. a’k/a AGIJDAS
HORABONIM, HERSH MEIR GINSBERG a/k/a Z'VI
MEIR GINSBERG, ARYEH RAL BAG, HATM K2 AUS,
ELIMELECH ZAT MAN LEBOWITZ, SOLOMON B.
HERBST, BETH DIN ZEDEK OF AMERICA - EIIY

MOSHE,

0

Index No.

Plaintiff Helen Chayie Sieger, by hex sttomeys, Herrick, Feinstein LLP, as and

for rer verified amended complaint a@innthe defendants, alleges es follows:

1.

Thisbanacﬁcntomdﬁmagsaﬁaingouﬁcfde&ndm' preparation

ani publication, for $50,000, of a docurment which faleely accusexs plaintiff of egregious

mtm&:dmdcﬁmxmdﬁ!c\ﬁshhwhndhaswwedhammﬁmmmnﬁmﬂdim

and anguish,
2.

’

Plaintiff is an orthodox Jew who does not have any religioua affiliation

oxgrelationshipwithﬂwmminthiscm For the past twenly years, she has been a
ro=zmber of the Hasidic community in Brooklyn, New York. Since December 1995, she has been

estranged and pepu-tedﬁ-ombzrhusb-ﬁd.

3.

Defendant The Union of Crthodox Rabbis of the United States and

Cansda, Inc. a/k/a Agudas Horabonim (“Union of Crthodox Rabbis™) is an allegedly not-for-
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COUNTY OP NEW YORK. IAS PART 28

Index No.§05638/98
EECISION AND QRDER

plainzitt,
-against-

THE UNION OP ORTHODOX RABBIS OF THS
UNITED STATES AND CANADA, INC. a/k/a
AGUDAS HORABONIM, HERSH MEIR GINSBERS,
a/k/a ZVI MEIR GINSBERG, ARYEH RA..EA,,
HAIM KRAUS, ELIMELECH ZALMAN LZ8OWITZ, "
SOLOMON B. HERBST, BETH DIN ZEDFK

OF AMERICA - EIN MOSHE,

Defendants.

MARTIN SCHOENFELD, J.:

In this aczion plaintiff Helen Chay:e Sieger asserts fourteen

=he Union of Orthodox Rabbis of

causes of action against deferianiy
the United States and Canada, Inc. a/k/a Agudas Horabonim ("UOR®);
Hersh Meir Ginsberg afk/a Zvi Meir (“Gimsbarg*); Aryeh Ralbag
{"Ralbag"); Haim Xraus (“Kraus*®); Blimelech Zalman Lebowitz
(*Lebowitz”); Solomon B. Herkst ("Herbst"); and Beth Din Zedek of
America - BEin Moshe (*Beth Din*).

Plaintiff asserts the foullowing x.:ur,-.bered causes of action
agains: the following defendants:

1. . Intentional Infliction >f Emotional Distress: Ginsherg,
Ralbag, Kraus and Lehowitz;

2.  *Absclute*® Negligence: Ginsberg; .

3, Negligent Infliction of Emotional Distress: Ginsberg, Ralbag,
Kraus and lebowitz;

4. Same; .,
5. . Neg).igenr; Infliction cf Emotio;:al Distress: A  UOR;
6. Fraud: UDOR, Ginsberg, Ralbag, Kraus, and Llebowitz;
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BY CERISSE ANDERSON
Monday, February 14, 2000

BECAUSE THE issues will not require interpretation of religious doctrine, a court may consider an
Orthodox Jewish woman's claims that the publication of a religious divorce decree granted by a group of
rabbis was libelous and caused her emuotional distress, i1 stale judge in Manhattan has ruled.

Justice Martin Schoenteld last week in Sieger v. Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United! States and
Canada Inc., 605638/98, tiled in Supreme Court, New York County, IA Part 28, denied the rabbis' motion
to dismiss the case. The rabbis argued that the religious issues were so entwined with Helen Chayie
Sieger's tart claims that the First Amendment's doctring requiring separalion of church and state barred
the state courts from adjudicating the dispute.

The court, however, narrowed Mrs. Sieger's claims, dismissing causes of action for negligence, fraud and
injurious falsehoods. Her claims for intentional and negligent infliction of emotiona) distress, detamation
and lotious interference with coniract were allowed 10 go forward,

Mrs. Sieger and her husband, Chaim Sieger, were seeking both a religious and civil divorce. The civil
proceeding is pending in Supreme Court, Kings County, and e religious aspects of their divorce were to
be determined by & panel of rabbis, called a Zabla. Wrs. Sieger had refused to consent to a Beth Din
arbitration before the Union of Orthoidox Rabhis (UOR) because she did not believe she would receive fair
treatment,

Mrs. Sieger alieged in her suit that while the Zabla proceeding was being arranged, her husband paid
$50,000 to the UOR rathis to obtain a "Get," or religious divorce, based on a "Heter” a special Get granted
because of the spouse's mental incapacity or misconduct.

The Heter falsely st:ued that Mrs. Sieger was *-2 fit to live with and have sexual relations with,” and that
she had tumed her nouse into an “insane asylum” and was unable to care for hor children, the judge's
decision. noted.

Before Mrs. Sieger leamed of ils existence, the contents of the Heter were published within the Orthodox
community in New Yc.k City and Israel,

In rejecting the rabbis' argument that the First Amendment barred the resoltion of the dispute in state
courts, Justice Schoenfeld saic Mrs. Sieger’s claims could be resolved by applying neutral principles of
law rather than religious doctrie.

"Plaintiff's complaint alle;es common law torts and a breach of contract, not violations of Jewish law,” he
wrote. “The complairnt's claims will survive or be dismissed based upon whether they satisfy the criteria
imposed by New York secular law. Religious doctrine will only come into play by providing a context for
understanding the significance to Orthodox Jews of such custorns as a Mikva; religious doctrine will not
provide the rules of substantive law "

Heart of Suit

At the heart of Mrs. Sieger's suit "is the accusation that aher agreeing 10 plairtifi's demand for a Zabla, the
UOR defendants tumed around and tock 4 $50,000 bribe to issue Chaim viieger a Heter Get declaring
plaintitf insane, which was widely published. The First Amendment's & ablishment Clause was not
intended to shield bribery and harassment.” the judge added.

Justice Schoenfeld also rejected the rabbis' contention that 1hz statements made in the Hater were
absolutely privileged because they were made ini the context of a quasi-judicial proceeding. Mrs. Sieger
had not consented to arbitration with the panel, he noted.

Mrs. Sieger was represented by Christopher J. Suliivan of Harrick, Feinstein. Counsel tor the rabbis
included Richard H. Dolan, of Schlam Stone & Dolon, snd Nathan l.ewin, of Mitler, Cag-.ity,
Larraca & Lewin in Washington D.C.




